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Creating  art  for  the  library 


Retired  Navy  veteran  Dave  Styles  refers  to  a  photograph  of  a  Navy  reconnaissance  aircraft,  like  the  one 
he  used  to  fly  during  the  Korean  War,  to  help  create  his  personalized  tile  for  the  library. 


Fundraiser  helps 
library  purchase 
furniture,  books 

The  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR)  held  a  tile-making 
workshop  at  the  Richmond  Recreation 
Center  Jan.  21.  Sales  of  the  tiles  will 
benefit  the  Richmond/Senator  Milton 
Marks  Library,  located  on  Ninth  Avenue 
near  Clement  Street,  when  it  reopens  af¬ 
ter  renovations. 

Public  shut  out  of  Arboretum  for  TV  event 

Season  finale  of ' Amazing  Race '  filmed  at  Golden  Gate  Park  venue 


Also  working  on  tiles  Jan.  21  for  the  Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Library  were  Eric  Wong  (left)  and  Sofia  Fighera. 


by  Alastair  Bland 

On  Dec.  17,  the  SF  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  closed 
Strybing  Arboretum  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  from  10  a.m.  to  ap¬ 
proximately  12:30  p.m.  for  the 
filming  of  the  reality  television 
show,  “The  Amazing  Race.” 

John  Peterson,  the  director  at 
the  S.F.  Botanical  Garden,  said 
1,500  to  2,000  people  typically 


visit  the  Arboretum  on  an  aver¬ 
age  weekend  day  and  that  during 
the  150-minute  closure  in 
December  100  to  200  potential 
visitors  were  affected. 

“For  safety  reasons  and  rev¬ 
enue  and  to  make  sure  things 
went  smoothly,  there  was  a  de¬ 
layed  opening  of  the  gardens  that 
morning  for  two  or  three  hours,” 
Peterson  said.  “It  was  not  closed 
all  day  or  anything  like  that.” 


John  Barry,  a  resident  of  the 
Inner  Sunset  and  a  veteran  board 
member  of  the  Sunset  Heights 
Association  of  Responsible 
People  (SHARP),  was  hosting 
several  visitors  from  out  of  town 
on  Dec.  17.  They  planned  to  visit 
the  Arboretum  that  morning  but 
were  denied  access  at  the  en¬ 
trance. 

Barry  says  he  and  several 
friends  remained  outside  the 


Arboretum’s  front  gate  in  mild 
disbelief  after  being  barred  from 
entering. 

Within  several  minutes,  a 
cameraman  told  them  they  need¬ 
ed  to  clear  the  area  to  make  room 
for  a  shot.  Barry  refused,  declar¬ 
ing  that  while  City  may  have 
closed  the  Arboretum  for  the  day, 
the  sidewalk  was  still  open  to  the 
public. 

The  cameraman  then  mo¬ 
tioned  for  the  attention  of  a  near¬ 
by  police  officer,  at  which  point 
Barry  and  his  company  moved 
on. 

“It  wasn’t  worth  a  fight,”  he 
said. 

Barry  said  he  still  feels  anger 
and  believes  that  such  closures  of 
public  property  by  the  City  are 
entirely  inappropriate  during 
days  of  heavy  pedestrian  traffic. 

“It  should  be  the  City’s  job  to 
say,  ‘No,  sorry.  We  can’t  close 
this  place  on  a  Sunday.’” 

Barry  also  feels  that  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  situation  in  the 
course  of  the  day  could  have 
gone  more  smoothly.  At  11  a.m., 
he  recalls,  he  overheard  officials 
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Agency 

votes  to 

support 

Geary 

business 

owners 

by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

The  SF  Small  Business 
Commission  passed  a  resolution 
at  its  Jan.  29  meeting  calling  for 
an  economic  impact  study  to  be 
conducted  as  part  of  the  Geary 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  plan¬ 
ning  process. 

The  commission  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  call  for  the  study  after 
hearing  testimony  from  dozens 
of  Richmond  District  merchants 
who  showed  up  to  testify  about 
the  dangers  of  the  transportation 
plan  being  proffered  by  the  SF 
Transportation  Authority  (TA). 

The  TA,  which  is  composed 
of  members  of  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors,  is  conducting  a  fea¬ 
sibility  study  to  determine  the 
best  ways  for  implementing  BRT, 
Wmch  was  approved  by  city  vot¬ 
ers  as  part  of  Proposition  K,  a  1/2 
cent  sales  tax  increase  that  was 
put  on  the  ballot  in  2003. 

The  plan  calls  for  making 
transit  improvements,  such  as 
dedicating  one  lane  of  Geary 
Boulevard  in  each  direction  for 
buses  only  and  having  buses  con¬ 
trol  traffic  lights  at  intersections, 
to  speed  up  the  travel  time  of 
Geary  buses  in  order  to  increase 
ridership  on  the  busy  line,  which 
facilitates  about  50,000  passen¬ 
ger  trips  on  a  weekday,  40,000 
on  Saturdays  and  30,000  on 
Sundays. 

According  to  Zabe  Bent,  the 
TA  planner  who  was  recently  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Geary  project,  im¬ 
plementing  Muni  transit  im¬ 
provements  will  range  from  $45 
million  to  $200  million,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  option  chosen.  She 
said  construction  would  be  taken 
in  small  chunks,  like  a  “street 
repaving  project,”  which  would 
take  six  to  eight  weeks  to  com¬ 
plete. 

The  most  contentious  of  the 
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Judge  tells  V.A.  to  continue  E.A.  for  lab 


Two  neighborhood  groups  won  a  small  victo¬ 
ry  in  their  legal  battle  against  the  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  (VAMC),  located 
at  Clement  Street  and  42nd  Avenue,  over  its 
plans  to  build  a  new  research  lab. 

On  Dec.  14,  2006,  a  complaint  filed  in  federal 
court  by  the  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR)  and  Friends  of  Lands  End 
(FOLE)  was  stayed,  pending  completion  of  new 
Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  documents  by 
the  VAMC.  The  substance  of  the  legal  action  is 
that  the  VAMC  failed  to  follow  the  requirements 
of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA). 

Expansion  on  the  already  over-crowded  cam¬ 
pus  has  long  been  a  concern,  according  to  the 


neighborhood  groups.  The  groups  claim  VAMC 
documents  indicate  space  at  the  campus  will 
grow  about  50  percent  by  2012.  Most  of  that 
growth  -  more  than  200,000  square  feet  —  is  for 
research. 

The  new  Environmental  Assessment,  filed  on 
Jan.  15,  addresses  about  7,500-square  feet  of  that 
expansion,  not  the  cumulative  effects  of  the  total 
build-out.  The  VA  will  now  recirculate  its  EA  to 
more  fully  evaluate  potential  environmental  af¬ 
fects. 

Parking  is  presently  an  unsolved  problem  at 
the  VA  campus.  According  to  VAMC  studies, 
there  will  be  a  shortage  of  up  to  657  parking 
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plan  presented  for  Richmond, 


Homeless 

by  Ronitte  Libedinsky 

In  response  to  the  lack  of  city- 
sponsored  homeless  outreach  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  Sunset  and 
Richmond  districts,  members  of 
the  Westside  Neighbors  to  End 
Homelessness  presented  a  three- 
point  plan  to  end  homelessness  at 
a  Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR)  meeting  on 
Jan.  23. 

Even  though  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  pledged  to  end  chronic 
homelessness  in  San  Francisco, 
critics  say  the  City  has  focused 
its  efforts  in  the  Tenderloin, 
South  of  Market  and  Downtown 
neighborhoods,  while  neglecting 
the  Sunset  and  Richmond 
Districts. 

“In  our  neighborhoods,  we’re 
not  getting  any  attention  for  this 
issue,”  said  Lucy  Quacinella,  the 
founder  of  the  Westside 
Neighbors  to  End  Homelessness 
in  2005.  “Even  though  there  are 
fewer  homeless  here  than  in  the 
eastern  sections  of  the  City,  there 
still  are  individuals  that  need  as¬ 
sistance.” 

The  most  recent  statistics 
from  2005  report  more  than 


6,000  homeless  people  living  in 
San  Francisco,  with  almost  3  per¬ 
cent  living  on  the  streets  of  the 
Sunset  and  Richmond  districts. 
Another  San  Francisco  homeless 
count,  which  took  place  in 
January,  has  not  yet  published 
any  results. 

At  a  Town  Hall  Meeting  to 
discuss  homeless  policy  at  the 
Richmond  Recreation  Center  on 
Jan.  13,  Newsom  praised  the  10- 
Year  Planning  Council  to  End 
Homelessness  and  the  volunteers 
at  Project  Homeless  Connect  for 
their  work  providing  services  and 
housing  to  the  homeless  since 
2004. 

In  the  past  2.5  years,  2,590 
homeless  individuals  have  been 
placed  in  permanent  supportive 
housing  and  1,788  people  have 
been  reunited  with  friends  or 
families  across  the  United  States, 
Newsom  said. 

According  to  the  Westside 
Neighbors  to  End  Homelessness, 
the  first  step  in  eliminating 
homelessness  in  the  westside  in¬ 
volves  gaining  the  trust  of  home¬ 
less  individuals.  The  group  has 
organized  outreach  activities 
throughout  the  west  side  and  has 


worked  with  Project  Homeless 
Connect  to  take  homeless  indi¬ 
viduals  to  services  that  are  only 
offered  downtown. 

“Everything  is  downtown,” 
said  Rusty  Juri,  a  member  of  the 
Westside  Neighbors  to  End 
Homelessness,  who  has  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  group’s  outreach 
events.  “But  no  one  is  going  to 
get  into  a  car  with  a  stranger.  We 
need  to  establish  trust  and  be  on 
a  first  name  basis  with  each  per¬ 
son  we’re  trying  to  help.” 

The  next  step  in  the  plan  calls 
for  establishing  low-profile  re¬ 
source  centers  that  would  have 
storage  space,  a  library,  comput¬ 
ers,  phones  and  restrooms.  These 
centers  would  be  modeled  after 
the  North  Beach  Citizens’  home¬ 
less  center  on  Columbus  Avenue 
and  would  serve  as  a  hub  where 
homeless  individuals  could  re¬ 
ceive  employment  and  housing 
services. 

“We  would  begin  with  a  small 
pilot  program  and  grow  from 
there  by  word  of  mouth,” 
Quacinella  said. 

Permanent  supportive  housing 
is  the  ultimate  step  in  the  group’s 
plan  to  end  homelessness  in  the 
west  side. 

Bill  Gilmore,  a  small  business 
owner  and  active  member  of  the 
Westside  Neighbors  to  End 
Homelessness,  acknowledges 
that  many  residents  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  resource  centers 
might  attract  homeless  to  the 
Sunset  and  Richmond  districts. 

“But,  this  is  a  crucial  step  in 
getting  the  homeless  off  the 
streets  and  would  actually  de¬ 
crease  the  number  of  homeless 
by  transitioning  them  into  perma¬ 
nent  supportive  housing,”  he 
said. 


The  group’s  attempts  to  re¬ 
ceive  financial  support  from  the 
mayor’s  office  were  met  with 
disappointment  last  year. 

Others  are  disappointed  by  the 
lack  of  funding  from  the  federal 
government. 

At  the  Jan.  13  Town  Hall 
Meeting,  Trent  Rhorer,  executive 
director  of  San  Francisco’s 
Human  Services  Agency,  criti¬ 
cized  the  federal  government’s 
decreasing  financial  support  for 
low-income  services,  including 
the  Section  8  program,  a  rent  as¬ 
sistance  program. 

“The  erosion  of  support  on  the 
federal  level  has  a  direct  correla¬ 
tion  with  the  number  of  people 
on  the  street.  We  have  to  do  it 
with  local  money.  It’s  an  unfair 
burden,  but  one  that  must  be  ad¬ 
dressed,”  Rhorer  said. 


A  plan  to  show  movies  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  won  approval 
in  January  from  the  SF  Rec¬ 
reation  and  Park  Commission. 

'  The  contract  to  operate  the 
movie  nights  was  awarded  to 
Summer  Entertainment  Inc.,  an 
Australian  company  based  in 
Southern  California. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement.  Summer  Entertain¬ 
ment  will  pay  the  City  $33,600 
and  a  cut  in  the  concession  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  rights  to  show  up  to 
48  movies  over  an  8-week  period 
between  August  and  early 
October.  The  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  will  get  a  per¬ 
centage  of  vendor  sales,  which 
could  include  alcohol  if  Summer 


Sunset 

In  the  coming  year, 
Quacinella  would  like  to  increase 
the  profile  of  the  issue  with  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
with  the  mayor’s  office.  She 
plans  to  work  closely  with 
Supervisors  Ed  Jew  and  Jake 
McGoldrick  in  order  to  achieve 
the  goals  of  the  Westside 
Neighbors  to  End  Homelessness. 

Quacinella  also  said  she  will 
continue  building  relationships 
with  her  homeless  neighbors. 

“I  can  no  longer  walk  by  and 
ignore  people.  We  can’t  harden 
our  hearts  and  pretend  that  peo¬ 
ple  in  need  aren’t  there,”  she 
said. 

For  more  information  about 
the  Westside  Neighbors  to  End 
Homelessness,  visit  the  Web  site 
at  www.westsideneighbors-sf.org 
or  call  (415)  287-7480. 


Entertainment  applies  for  a 
liquor  permit. 

The  entertainment  company, 
which  will  show  first-run  fea¬ 
tures,  will  charge  $8  to  $10  ad¬ 
mission  to  view  the  movies  under 
the  stars.  The  movie  nights  will 
be  held  at  Peacock  Meadow,  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  Conservatory  of 
Flowers. 

The  Rec.  and  Park  commis¬ 
sioners  approved  the  lease  for 
movie  nights,  in  part,  because 
they  felt  the  movies  would  not 
directly  compete  with  local 
movie  theaters,  like  the  Balboa 
and  4  Star  theaters,  because  those 
movie  houses  usually  do  not 
show  first-run  movies. 


Chinese  American  Family  Diabetes  Study 

Do  you  know  that  Chinese  Americans  are  2-3  times  more  like¬ 
ly  to  have  diabetes  than  Caucasians?  Join  a  pioneering  study 
on  Chinese  Americans  and  diabetes  now! 

UCSF  is  recruiting  participants  for  a  research  study  about  the  roles  of  fami¬ 
ly  and  culture  on  diabetes  management.  If  you  have  Type  2  diabetes,  are  a 
Chinese  or  Chinese  American,  are  married  or  live  with  a  partner,  and  aged 
35-75,  you  may  be  eligible  to  participate  in  the  study.  Payments  in  cash  will 
be  provided  for  participation.  If  you  are  interested  or  have  any  questions, 
please  call  Dr.  Kwan  at  (415)  476-3889. 

Help  the  community  and  get  paid  at  the  same  time! 

UQ3F  School  of  Nursing,  Department  of  Family  Health  Care  Nursing 


Firm  gets  OK  to  show 
outdoor  movies  at  park 


A  Sweet  Offer 

from  S an  Francisce  FCU 

Enjoy  a  special  introductory  APR  & 

1%  cash  back  when  you  open  your  VISA® 
Platinum  Cash  Rewards  Credit  Card  today! 


3  SF  Icccttions  to  serve  tjcu: 

77 o  Golden  Gate  Avenue  (at  Gough  street) 
2645  Ocean  Avenue  (at  19th  Avenue) 
4375  Geary  Boulevard  (at sth  Avenue) 


Open 

Saturdays! 


Applij  Tod aufl 

Open  To  The  Entire 
SF  Community! 


(415)  775-5377,  option  4 
www.SanFranciscoFCU.com 


San  Francisco 

^  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


Son  Front iwo  Federal  Credit  Union  membership  required  to  obtain  credit  If  you  live,  work,  worship  or  attend  school  in  San  Francisco  County  and 
meet  our  membership  criteria,  you  tan  join  with  a  $10  opening  deposit  ($5  one-time,  non  refundable  membership  fea  and  $5  minimum  savings 
deposit).  All  loons  ore  subject  to  credit  approval.  Accounts  are  federally  insured  to  at  least  $100,000  by  the  National  Credit  Union  Administration, 
a  U.S.  Government  Agency.  Equal  opportunity  lender. 

06UM114  NPRR/NPSB/NPFM/VW06 


Rebuilding  Together  -  Human  Rights  Campaign  •  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights  ♦ 
Project  Inform  •  Support  for  Families  of  Children  with  Disabilities  •  Project  Open  Hand  * 
Central  YMCA  Community  Support  Campaign  •  Lyon-Martin  Women's  Health  Services  • 
The  Community  Center  Project  of  San  Francisco  •  Universal  Care  •  AIDS  Bike  Ride  • 
Larkin  Street  Youth  Center  •  Continuum  • 


AMFAR  •  PAWS  •  Avon  Breast  Cancer 
Walk  •  AIDS  Walk  •  AIDS  Emergency 
Fund  *  Breast  Cancer  Action  • 
Girlsource  •  Hadassah  •  Horizons 
Foundation  *  AIDS  Memorial 
Grove  *  Swords  to  Plowshares  • 
Richmond/Ermet  AIDS  Foundation  • 
Habitat  for  Humanity  •  San  Francisco 
Child  Abuse  Prevention  Center  • 
Meritus  College  Fund 


Zephyr  is  a  caring,  fun-loving  family  of  agents  who  take  a  hands-on 
approach  to  community  service.  Whether  helping  the  elderly  with  home 
repairs,  walking  or  riding  to  raise  money  for  health  related  organizations 
and  non-profits,  working  with  youth  and  neighborhood  groups,  or 
donating  over  $100,000  to  various  charities  and  local  causes  each  year, 
our  agents  are  proud  to  actively  contribute  to  our  diverse  community. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


z 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
SOM  A/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 
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City  to  ring  in  lunar  New  Year; 
the  Year  of  the  Boar 


Help  a  friend  discover 
the  value  of  AAA  Insurance 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 


The  Jing  Mo  Athletic  Association  gave  a  Chinese  lion 
dance  and  martial  arts  performance  at  the  Parkside 
Branch  Library  Jan.  20  to  celebrate  the  arrival  of  the 
Lunar  New  Year.  New  Year  celebrations  are  held  at  li¬ 
braries  throughout  the  City.  In  the  photo  above, 
Lorraine  Yee  of  the  Jing  Mo  Athletic  Association  intro¬ 
duces  the  lion  dancers  to  the  assembled  crowd. 


by  Karen  M.  Kinney 

Just  as  San  Franciscans  are 
sweeping  up  the  last  of  the  New 
Year’s  confetti,  a  new  set  of 
preparations  are  underway  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  another  of  the  City’s  most 
revered  traditions  —  the  Chinese 
New  Year. 

Exploding  firecrackers  on 
Feb.  18  will  signal  that  the  Year 
of  the  Boar  has  begun. 

While  most  global  cultures 
celebrate  New  Year  as  a  time  of 
renewal,  for  the  Chinese,  the 
New  Year  has  a  much  deeper 
meaning.  It  is  a  time  when  fami¬ 
lies  gather,  ancestors  are  hon¬ 
ored,  and  celebrations  are 
studded  with  splendid  banquets 
that  symbolize  prosperity  for  the 
upcoming  year. 

This  year’s  events  include 
Chinatown’s  Chinese  New  Year 
Flower  Fair  on  Feb.  10  and  11, 
and  the  city’s  Chinese  New  Year 
Parade  on  March  3.  The  holiday 
ends  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the 
New  Year  with  the  Lantern 
Festival,  also  known  as  Little 
New  Year.  There  is  a  children’s 
night-time  parade  featuring 
lanterns  that  represent  good  luck 
and  hope. 

San  Francisco’s  Chinese  New 
Year  celebration  began  in  the 
post-Gold  Rush  1860s  and  is 
now  North  America’s  largest 
Asian  event. 

The  108th  annual  parade, 
which  attracts  more  than  100 
groups  of  participants  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  draw  more  than 
550,000  spectators,  winds 
through  Chinatown.  It  features 
elaborately-decorated  floats, 
Chinese  acrobats  and  lion 
dancers.  The  climax  of  the  pa¬ 
rade  comes  with  the  appearance 
of  the  200-foot-long  Golden 
Dragon.  More  than  600,000  fire¬ 
crackers  are  expected  to  pop-off 
along  the  parade  route. 

The  Chinese  Zodiac  calendar 
runs  on  a  12-year  cycle,  so  that 
those  born  in  2007,  1995,  1983, 
1971,  1959,  and  on,  are  born  in 
the  Year  of  the  Red  Boar.  The 
boar  is  considered  a  lucky  sym¬ 
bol,  since  boars  constantly  eat, 
enjoy  sleeping  all  day,  and  worry 
little  about  their  lives. 

According  to  a  Chinese 
Zodiac,  people  born  in  the  Year 
of  the  Boar  are  seen  to  be  trusted 
associates  in  their  careers  and  of¬ 
ten  shine  as  entertainers,  social 
activists  or  politicians.  Some  of 
California’s  most  famous  “boars” 
are  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  and 
Ronald  Reagan. 

Other  famous  people  bom  in 
the  Year  of  the  Boar  include 
Thomas  Jefferson,  entertainer 
Lucille  Ball  and  director  Alfred 
Hitchcock. 


“Those  bom  in  the  Year  of  the 
Boar  are  honest,  forgiving  and 
peaceful  by  nature,  optimistic 
and  fun-loving,”  according  to 
Susan  Levitt,  author  of  “Taoist 
Astrology.” 

Levitt  said  Boars  can  be  “cre¬ 
ative  and  have  exquisite  taste  in 
the  arts.  This  year  offers  good 
luck  in  family,  romance  and  busi¬ 
ness.” 

Traditionally,  the  first  day  of 
the  new  year  is  often  spent  ab¬ 
staining  from  meat,  as  a  means  to 
ensure  a  long  and  happy  life. 

The  second  day  is  traditional¬ 
ly  devoted  to  dogs,  who  receive 
special  care.  Days  three  and  four 
are  devoted  to  the  family’s  in¬ 
laws,  while  the  fourth  through 
the  ninth  days  feature  family  gift 
exchanges,  visits  and  feasts. 
Days  10  through  14  often  feature 
dinners  made  with  rice  and  mus¬ 
tard  greens,  meant  to  purify  the 
human  system  from  all  the  havoc 
caused  by  previous  days’  rich 
food. 

Although  Chinatown  is  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  many  activities,  visitors 
will  see  evidence  of  the  Year  of 
the  Boar  displayed  in  homes  and 
businesses  all  over  the  City. 

A  traditional  Chinese  home  or 
business  will  be  decorated  with 
live  blooming  plants  to  symbol¬ 
ize  rebirth  and  new  growth,  and 
feature  a  platter  of  oranges  and 
tangerines  to  represent  abundant 
happiness.  A  circular  candy  tray, 
or  the  “Tray  of  Togetherness,” 
starts  the  New  Year  sweetly. 
Adult  guests  who  take  candy  will 
traditionally  place  a  red  envelope 
on  the  tray  to  represent  continued 
good  fortune. 

By  New  Year’s  Eve,  the  house 


is  traditionally  purged  of  all 
things  associated  with  the  old 
year,  such  as  the  payment  of 
debts  and  the  resolution  of  differ¬ 
ences  with  family,  friends,  neigh¬ 
bors  and  business  associates.  The 
determined  New  Year’s  cleaning 
will  reportedly  sweep  away  any 
bad  fortune  that  may  be  looming. 

Often,  superstitions  are  ob¬ 
served  and  taken  seriously  during 
the  two-week  festival.  It’s  con¬ 
sidered  unlucky  to  greet  anyone 
in  their  bedroom,  so  even  the 
sick  are  encouraged  to  dress  and 
sit  in  the  living  room.  Knives  or 
scissors  on  New  Year’s  Day  are 
not  used  as  they  are  considered 
to  “cut  off"  good  fortune. 
Children  and  unmarried  friends, 
as  well  as  close  relatives,  are  giv¬ 
en  “lai  see,”  small  red  envelopes 
with  crisp  one  dollar  bills  insert¬ 
ed  for  good  fortune. 

By  far,  the  most  important  as¬ 
pect  of  the  holiday  is  family 
gatherings.  A  highlight  of  the 
holiday  is  a  religious  ceremony 
given  in  honor  of  family  ances¬ 
tors.  The  ceremony  unites  the 
living  members  with  the  de¬ 
ceased,  because  the  dead  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  responsible  for  lay¬ 
ing  the  foundations  for  the  fami¬ 
ly’s  fortune  and  glory.  The  ances¬ 
tors’  presence  is  acknowledged 
on  New  Year’s  Eve  with  a  dinner 
arranged  in  their  honor. 

While  many  Chinese  people 
may  not  believe  in  all  of  the 
Chinese  New  Year’s  traditions 
and  superstitions,  many  still 
practice  the  underlying  beliefs  of 
the  celebration,  that  of  family 
unity  and  togetherness. 


Express  Tax  Service 

“Solving  Yesterday’s  Tax  Problems  Today” 


Derrick  J.  Briggs 

Income  Tax  Specialist 

Express  Tax  Service 

760  Market  Street,  Suite  712 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Tax  Returns 

All  Years,  All  States 


Contact  us  Today 

call  (415)  750-1505 
or  email 

djbriggs@latetax.com 


Discount  Coupon 

Get  $3500  off  } 

Get  $2500  off  } 


When  you  file  with  us  before 
February  1 5,  2007 
When  you  file  with  us  before 
March  15,  2007 


Refer 
a  friend 
and  have 
a  Tully’s 
coffee 
on  us! 


Refer  a  friend  for  a  no-obligation  insurance  quote  and 
we’ll  send  you  on  your  way  with  a  $5  coffee  card! 

Offer  valid  only  with  this  ad,  while  supplies  last. 


San  Francisco  Lakeshore  Plaza 

1585  Stoat  Blvd. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 32 
(415)  661-2722 


r  Insurance 


California  State  Automobile  Association  (CSAA),  a  AAA  Member  Club,  provides  automobile,  home  and  personal  umbrella 
insurance  through  its  affiliate,  the  Cal  State  Auto  Group.  Life  insurance  underwritten  and  annuities  offered  by  AAA  Life 
Insurance  Company,  Livonia,  ML  CA  License  #0175868 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

Property  is  the  single  best 
investment  you  can  make. 


Calling  Julie  Reber  is 
the  second  best. 

Juliet  Kctbetr 


Bmuxc  Kxjss  srtiowt 


www.jul iereber.com 


new  adventures  in  service 

School  Volunteers  Needed! 

Experience  Corps  Bay  Area  is  seeking 
caring  adults  aged  55+  to  mentor  children 
in  neighborhood  public  schools. 

Put  your  time,  talent,  and  experience  to  use! 
Experience  Corps  volunteers  work  directly 
with  students,  tutoring  one-on-one  or  in 
small  groups  in  grades  K-8. 

Stipends  ($  1 85-$250/mo.)  available  for  volunteers 
working  over  1 5  hours  a  week. 

Get  involved  today!  Contact  Star  Bressler  at 
(415)  759-3690  or  e-mail  sbressler@snbc.org 
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Sexual  Assault  with 
Weapon:  Jan.  1,  2  a.m.,  Corner 
of  Commonwealth  and  Euclid 
Avenues 

At  approximately  9  p.m.  on 
New  Years  Eve,  a  young  woman 
left  her  house  to  celebrate  the  big 
night.  She  drank  a  shot  of 
Bacardi  and  swallowed  a  pill  of 
Ecstasy  with  her  friends. 

The  victim’s  friends  decided 
to  go  to  a  bar,  but  the  victim 
could  not  enter  as  she  was  under¬ 
age.  The  victim  was  walking 
home  when  a  black  SUV  pulled 
up  alongside  her  and  told  her  that 
the  buses  were  no  longer  running 
and  that  he  could  drive  her  home. 
As  the  suspect  was  well  dressed 
and  well  mannered,  the  victim 
entered  the  car. 

Once  inside  the  SUV,  the  35- 
to  40-year-old  suspect  bran¬ 
dished  a  12-inch  knife  and  told 
her  that  he  would  kill  her  if  she 
did  not  comply  with  his  wishes. 
The  suspect  drove  the  victim  to 
the  corner  of  Collins  Street  and 


Police  Blotter 


Euclid  Avenue,  where  he  sexual¬ 
ly  assaulted  her  in  the  rear  of  the 
SUV. 

The  suspect  drove  the  victim 
to  the  comer  of  Commonwealth 
and  Euclid  and  told  her  to  exit 
the  vehicle.  A  passerby  found  the 
victim  and  called  police. 

Possession  of  a  Loaded 
Firearm,  Shooting  into 
Inhabited  Dwellings:  Jan.  1, 
1:35  a.m..  Lake  Street  and  27th 
Avenue 

Officers  responded  to  the  area 
of  Lake  Street  and  27th  Avenue 
to  a  report  of  shots  being  fired. 
The  officers  heard  more  shots 
and  continued  to  search  the  area 
until  they  saw  the  suspect  walk¬ 
ing  northbound  in  the  middle  of 
Lake  Street  holding  a  long-bar¬ 
reled  shotgun.  They  observed 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


him  firing  shots  aimed  at  the 
roofline  of  homes. 

The  suspect  hesitated  when 
officers  approached  and  asked 
him  to  surrender.  He  then  fled 
into  an  alley  off  Lake  Street,  be¬ 
tween  27th  and  28th  avenues. 
Officers  immediately  set  up  a 
perimeter  to  contain  the  suspect. 

After  a  short  period  of  time, 
the  suspect  walked  out  of  a  back¬ 
yard  unarmed  and  was  immedi¬ 
ately  placed  under  arrest. 

Brandishing  a  Weapon:  Jan. 
14,  12  a.m.,  45th  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way 

A  group  of  people  were  gath¬ 
ered  inside  a  playground  area  at 
Golden  Gate  Park  at  45th  Avenue 
and  Lincoln  Way  when  two  sus¬ 
pects  appeared  out  of  the  bushes. 
One  of  the  suspects  possessed  a 
rifle  and  scanned  it  back  and 
forth,  pointing  it  in  the  direction 
of  the  victims  in  a  threatening 


FORMERLY  FAST  STATS 


SIGNS*  BANNERS 

PRINT  •  MOUNT  •  LAMINATE 
MAGNETICS*  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

PERSONAL  SERVICE  BY  APPOINTMENT 

3216  GEARY  BLVD.  751-3666 


Beauty 


"The  most 

beautiful  gg 

cosmetic  you  can 
wear  is  a  healthy  skin. * 
Jane  Iredale 

Shlomit  Skin  Care 

premier  retailer  of  Jane  Iredale 

SF  Beauty  Network 
5748  Geary  Blvd 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)387-1477 

wwwShlomitSkinCare.com 
Free  shipping  on  orders  M 
over  S50! ! ! 


bring  this  ad 


exp  2/28/07  | 

FREE 

20-minute 

tax 

consultation 


Liberty 

Tax 

Service 


25%  OFF 

tax  preparation  fees 


(New  clients  only  -  Expires  March  10th) 


Open  7  Days  a  Week  -  Walk-ins  Welcome 

3020  Geary  Blvd. 

(3  blocks  west  of  Masonic) 

(415)  668-7710 

www.  libertytaxandfinancial.  com 


manner. 

The  suspects,  described  as  in 
their  late  teenage  years,  fled  on 
foot  in  an  unknown  direction. 

Aggravated  Assault  with 
Weapon:  Jan.  7,  3:30  a.m.,  700 
Block  of  16th  Avenue 

A  34-year-old  suspect  took  a 
cab  home  to  his  dwelling.  As  he 
got  out  of  the  cab,  the  driver 
asked  for  the  $8.50  fare  but  the 
suspect  only  gave  the  driver  $8 
and  refused  to  give  any  more. 
The  two  argued  until  the  suspect 
exited  the  vehicle. 

The  suspect  entered  his  house 
and  allegedly  came  out  with  a 
bottle  of  wine  and  threw  it  at  the 
driver’s  side  window  of  the  cab. 
The  bottle  shattered  the  vehicle’s 
window  and  covered  the  victim 
with  wine  and  broken  glass. 

Officers  were  summoned  to 
the  scene  and  knocked  on  the 
suspect’s  door.  His  girlfriend 
opened  the  door  and  informed 
police  that  the  suspect  was 
asleep.  The  police  woke  up  the 
suspect,  who  denied  that  he  had 
been  in  an  altercation. 

Due  to  the  evidence  at  the 
scene,  consisting  of  wine  and 
broken  glass  inside  the  cab,  po¬ 
lice  detained  the  suspect  and 
transferred  him  to  the  Richmond 
Station,  where  he  was  booked  as¬ 
sault  charges. 

Fraud:  Jan.  8,  10  p.m., 
Arguello  Boulevard  and  Fuclid 
Avenue 

Two  officers  were  conducting 
a  follow-up  traffic  investigation 
at  a  residence,  when  the  suspect’s 
roommate  told  police  that  the 
suspect  was  not  at  home. 

The  officers  entered  the  apart¬ 
ment  and  conducting  a  search  for 
the  suspect.  The  officers  ob¬ 
served,  in  plain  sight,  an  open 
box  with  several  hundred  blank 
credit  cards  lying  on  top  of  the 
suspect’s  bed. 

Officers  inquired  about  the 
cards  and  the  roommate  told 
them  that  the  suspect  had  been 
making  false  credit  cards  by 
stealing  account  numbers  from 
receipts.  The  roommate  further 
stated  that  the  suspect  would 
manufacture  the  credit  cards 
once  the  stolen  account  numbers 
were  obtained  with  embossers 
and  a  computer-generated  driv¬ 
er’s  license.  The  suspect  would 


purchase  retail  products  and  then 
sell  them  on  ebay. 

Officers  seized  the  computers, 
embossers,  blank  credit  cards  and 
receipts  as  evidence.  The  Fraud 
Detail  unit  is  in  the  process  of 
obtaining  an  arrest  warrant  for 
the  roommate. 

Warrant  Arrest,  Enroute  to 
Outside  Jurisdiction:  Jan.  20, 
7:29  a.m.,  Euclid  and  Jordan 
Avenues 

Police  dispatch  was  notified 
about  a  silver  Nissan  Altima 
driving  erratically  in  the  area  of 
Arguello  and  Geary  boulevards 
with  its  hazard  lights  on.  A  po¬ 
lice  cruiser  spotted  the  vehicle 
and  noticed  that  it  did  not  come 
to  a  complete  stop  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Euclid  and  Jordan,  so  the 
officers  turned  on  the  squad  car’s 
lights  and  enacted  a  traffic  stop 
of  the  vehicle. 

The  driver  told  officers  he  was 
delivering  newspapers  and  point¬ 
ed  to  a  stack  of  newspapers  in  the 
back  seat. 

A  computer  check  of  the  27- 
year-old  suspect  revealed  that  he 
had  an  immigration  warrant  on 
file  for  his  arrest.  A  native  of 
Brazil,  the  suspect  was  taken  into 
custody.  He  was  advised  of  his 
right  to  have  the  Brazilian 
Consulate  contacted  regarding 
his  arrest.  The  suspect  declined 
and  requested  his  brother  be 
called. 

Burglary:  Jan.  8,  between 
6:45  p.m.  and  8  a.m.  Jan.  9,  600 
Block  of  Clement  Street 

Suspects  entered  a  secure  and 
locked  store  by  prying  open  the 
second  floor  window.  The  sus¬ 
pects  ransacked  the  business  by 
prying  open  file  cabinets  and 
cash  registers.  The  suspects  only 
stole  cash  before  fleeing  through 
a  window  that  was  pried  open. 

Unlawful  Entry:  Jan.  13, 
Between  11:45  p.m.  and  12:30 
a.m.,  47th  Avenue  and  Fulton 
Street 

Police  officers  responded  to  a 
report  of  an  alarm  going  off  at  a 
golf  course  building. 

Officers  who  arrived  at  the 
scene  discovered  a  side  door  ajar. 
The  SF  Police  Department’s 
Canine  Unit  entered  the  premises 
and  searched  for  suspects,  to  no 
avail. 

Police  surmised  that  the  sus¬ 
pects  had  kicked  in  the  front  door 
and  ransacked  the  premises, 
stealing  an  undisclosed  amount 
of  currency. 


St  Thomas  Apostle  Church 


A  Catholic  Community 


Weekend  Masses: 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  8:30,11am(Traditional  choir) 
5pm(Contemporary  choir 
Family  Mass  each  2nd  Sunday  at  11 
Monday  -  Saturday:  8:30am 


Grade  1-8,  Sunday,  9:40am  -  10:50am 
(This  timeframe  allows  students  and  families 
to  worship  before  or  after  class.) 

Lent 


ASH  WEDNESDAY,  Feb.  21 ,  is  the  first  day  of  Lent. 

On  this  day  we  have  2  masses  with  the  distribution  of  ashes  at 
8:30am  and  6pm. 

Check  the  March  paper  for  a  listing  of  lenten  liturgies  and 
programs. 


For  information  call  (415)  387-5545 
3835  Balboa  Street  at  40th  avenue 
In  the  outer  Richmond  District  (parking  available) 


Father  Daniel  J.  Maguire,  Pastor 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

First  traffic  fatality  of  year 


Greetings  to  all! 

February  is  a  month  filled 
with  celebrations.  There  is 
Valentine’s  Day,  President 
Lincoln’s  Birthday,  Chinese  New 
Year’s,  President  Washington’s 
Birthday,  Flag  Day  and 
Presidents’  Day.  Whatever  holi¬ 
day  you  celebrate,  have  a  won¬ 
derful  time,  but  make  sure  you 
celebrate  in  a  safe  manner.  For 
example,  please  don’t  drink  and 
drive. 

One  of  the  celebrations  in  our 
district  is  Chinese  New  Year  on 
Feb.  18.  According  to  the  lunar 
calendar,  this  year  marks  the 
Year  of  the  Boar.  The  SF  Police 
Department  will  partner  with 
SAFE  (Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone)  for  the  1 1th  annual 
Lunar  New  Year  Crime 
Prevention  and  Public  Safety 
Campaign. 

The  kick-off  event  on  Feb.  8 


The  SF  Municipal  Trans¬ 
portation  Authority  will  conduct 
a  meeting  to  discuss  various  op¬ 
tions  for  traffic  calming  in  the 
area  roughly  bounded  by  Lake 
and  Fulton  streets  and  12th  and 
24th  avenues. 

According  to  Dan  Provence, 
the  city  planner  assigned  to  the 
Mid-Richmond  Traffic  Calming 
Project,  one  option  that  has  been 
suggested  is  making  25th  Avenue 
one  lane  in  each  direction,  with  a 
center  lane  for  traffic  traveling  in 
both  north  and  south  directions  to 
use  as  a  left-hand  turn  lane.  The 
plan  would  be  similar  to  one  in¬ 
stituted  on  Valencia  Street  in  the 


will  mark  the  beginning  of  the 
safety  awareness  campaign  for 
merchants  who  may  become  vic¬ 
tims  of  extortion,  robbery  or  bur¬ 
glaries  during  the  Lunar  New 
Year. 

Police  officers  and  SAFE 
members  will  walk  merchant 
corridors  distributing  bilingual 
crime  prevention  information. 
Although  the  primary  focus  of 
the  campaign  will  be  merchants, 

I  encourage  citizens  that  cele¬ 
brate  in  the  holiday  to  practice 
personal  safety  tips. 

Some  basic  safety  tips  in¬ 
clude: 

•  don’t  carry  large  amounts  of 
cash; 

•  keep  your  valuables  in  inner 
pockets; 

•  be  aware  of  your  surround¬ 
ings; 

•  keep  your  purse  in  front  of 
you. 


Mission  District. 

Provence  said  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  will  discuss  the  safety  of  in¬ 
tersections  in  the  target  area,  take 
suggestions  from  the  public,  and 
brief  local  residents  as  to  the 
tools  that  are  available  to  imple¬ 
ment  desired  changes. 

The  Transportation  Authority 
meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Richmond  Recreation  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  at  251  18th  Ave.,  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  13,  at  7  p.m. 

For  more  information,  call 
Provence  at  (415)  701-4448  or 
visit  the  Web  site  at  www.liv- 
ablestreets.org. 


The  annual  Chinese  New 
Years  Parade  will  be  held 
Saturday,  March  3. 1  wish  all  of 
you  a  safe,  happy  and  prosperous 
new  year.  “Gung  Hay  Fat  Choy!” 

Traffic  Fatality  on  Geary 

On  Wednesday,  Jan.  17,  at  ap¬ 
proximately  8  a.m.  at  25th 
Avenue  and  Geary  Boulevard, 
our  district  experienced  its  first 
traffic  fatality  since  2004. 

The  Traffic  Bureau  and  hit 
and  run  investigators  are  still 
conducting  an  investigation. 

Preliminary  findings  indicate 
that  a  pedestrian  crossing  north¬ 
bound  on  Geary  fell,  for  an  un¬ 
known  reason,  while  in  the  cross¬ 
walk  and  a  motorist  making  a 
right  turn  from  Geary  to  25th 
Avenue  struck  the  pedestrian  on 
the  ground. 

This  tragic  accident  reminds 
all  of  us  that  we  need  to  slow 
down  when  we  drive  and  exer¬ 
cise  extreme  caution.  As  you 
drive,  don’t  just  focus  on  traffic 
fights  or  traffic  devices  that  are  at 
eye  level,  but  use  your  entire  pe¬ 
ripheral  vision  (vertical  and  hori¬ 
zontal). 

My  traffic  safety  motto  is, 
“Traffic  safety  begins  with  you.” 
Whether  you’re  a  pedestrian  or 
motorist,  we  all  must  obey  the 
rules  of  the  road  and  exercise  due 
caution. 

This  month’s  Police/Com- 
munity  Forum  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  20,  at  the 
Richmond  Station’s  Community 
Room,  461  Sixth  Ave.,  at  7  p.m. 
The  guest  speaker  will  be  SFPD 
Officer  John  Poelstra  from  the 
Sexual  Predator  Unit.  Poelstra 
will  give  an  overview  on  how  to 
access  Megan’s  Law  data,  laws 
related  to  sex  registrants  and  how 
law  enforcement  agencies  coor¬ 
dinate  checks  on  sex  registrants. 
Poelstra  suggests  you  access  the. 
Department  of  Justice  Web  site 
prior  to  the  meeting  to  familiar¬ 
ize  yourself  with  available  infor¬ 
mation.  The  Web  site  is 
www.MegansLaw.CA.gov. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Station. 


February  meeting  to  discuss 
traffic  calming  measures 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


We  Keep  You  Company 

Whatever  stage  In  your  life  you  are  at  -  expanding 
a  business,  getting  married,  buying  a  new  home  or 
raising  a  family,  we're  your  community  bank  that's 
hare  to  keep  you  company. 

Visit  your  local  Bank  of  the  Orient  branch  to  find 
out  more. 


Ulllbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  as  Yeara  of  Financial  Expertise 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco  San  Francisco  Oakland 

1023  Stockton  Street  317Sixth  Avenue  2001  Irving  Street  360 Twelfth  Street 

415.338.0879  415.338.0809  415.338.0600  510.834.0731 

City  of  Industry  Honolulu  Honolulu 

16605  E.  Gale  Avenue  765  Bishop  Street  2651  E.  Manoa  Road 

626.912.8030  808.543.3700  808.973.4500  R>M  fit 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Golf  Course  &  Clubhouse 

Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair! 

■ 

LUNCH, BRUNCH  &  GOLF  COURSE  VIEWS 
COCKTAILS,  APPETIZERS  &  PRIVATE  BANQUETS 


Wine  Tasting  -  California  Cabernets 
Wednesday,  Feb  21  6PM  $25pp 

Live  Jazz  Brunch 
Sunday,  Feb  25th 

Complimentary  Dessert  w/  Entree  -  Mention  This  Ad! 

■ 

561-4600 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello  Gate 

Open  Daily  to  the  Public  | 


Fifth  Generation 
In  The  Richmond  District! 


"Let  me  put  my  18  years 
of  Real  Estate  experience 
to  work  for  you." 

Residential,  Commercial  and  Investment  Properties.  Extensive 
experience  in  probate,  trust  and  1031  exchange  sales. 

Ed  Anderson 

(415)  380-4369 

First  San  Francisco  Realty 


Your  Ideal  Weight 

A  six-week  Weight  Loss  Support  Group  for 
Women  is  the  Richmond  District  YMCA’s  ap¬ 
proach  to  weight  loss  through  sensible  eating. 

Session  One:  March  19-  April  23 
Session  Two:  April  30  -  June  4 

YMCA  members  $30/session 
YMCA  program  members  $36/session 

This  group  meets  on  Monday  evenings 
from  6  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m. 

Sessions  include  nutrition  lessons,  conversation 
and  the  preparation  an  sharing  of 
nutritious  meals. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Health  and 
Fitness  director  at  666-9607. 

We  build  strong  kids,  strong  families,  strong  communities. 

Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Avenue  •  666-9622 

Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through 
the  generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 
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THE  BARKING  LOT 

A  Dog  Grooming  Salon 
Pet  Stylist  -Joy  Bonehill 

3239  Balboa  St. 

Easy  Parking  a  Plus! 

www.barkinglotsf.com 

(415)  831-BARK 

Closed  Mondays 


Peruvian  Cuisine  You  Will  Love 


-  " Come  for  the 

Brunch  -  Sat.  and  Sun.  1 1  a.m.  -  3  p  m.  cevicbe 

sampler ...  Stay 

p.  .  for  the  warm 

Dinner  -5-10  p.m.  (Closed  Mondays)  Arrozcon 

Leche  dessert. " 

Free  Parking  on  18th  Ave.,  btwn.  Geary  and  Clement 

1801  Clement  St.  (at  19th  Ave.) 

Take  Out  Available  —  Call  422-0502 


y 

y 

y 


Bruce  lists  and  sells 
a  variety  of  San 
Francisco  properties. 
Call  Bruce  for  your 
special  Real  Estate 
needs.  You’D  be  glad 
you  did! 
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RITCHIE 

HALLANAN 

It  t.  *  t  ESTATE 

ri 

Bruce  McKleroy 

V 

Ritchie  llallanan  Real 
Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 


mckleroy  a  1 800ft1heTt.com 


□CEAN  BEACH 


BEST  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 
Fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dolly. 


SRIRDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJiNC  ■  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINHS 


'MdFF  “fl'1-"  ~  1 

■  V  I  Urr  SANDWICH  I 

|  |  any  sandwich  SPECIALS  i 


Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  2/28/07 j 


734  La  Playa  •  221-2031 


OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


City  Hall 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Is  WiFi  deal  good  enough? 


Free  universal  WiFi  is  a  great 
idea.  Who  could  say  “no”  to  the 
idea  of  a  faster  way  to  connect  to 
the  Internet?  But  does  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom’s  EarthLink- 
Google  proposal  for  the  City  for 
the  next  16  years  get  what  we  as 
consumers  and  taxpayers  want 
and  deserve?  Touted  as  free  and 
universal,  it  is  neither.  It  may  not 
even  be  affordable. 

Under  the  proposal,  WiFi 
would  not  be  accessible  in  many 
homes,  especially  in  buildings 
that  are  30  feet  tall  or  taller. 
Low-income  residents  that  live  in 
apartment  buildings  will  have  to 
purchase  a  wireless  bridge  that 
strengthens  their  indoor  signals. 
Known  as  “Customer  Premise 
Equipment,”  this  wireless  bridge 
costs  $80  to  $200  per  household. 

What  kind  of  coverage  will 
users  get  and  at  what  cost? 
According  to  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors’  Budget  Analyst  re¬ 
port  (www.sfgov.org/site/budana- 
lyst_index),  the  free  basic  service 
offered  by  EarthLink-Google  “is 
slower  than  existing  Digital 
Subscriber  Line  (DSL)  and  cable 
Internet  technology.”  DSL  is  of¬ 
fered  at  1.5  megabytes  per  sec¬ 
ond  but  EarthLink’s  proposed 
free  service  would  only  operate 
at  300  kilobytes  per  second.  If 
users  want  something  compara¬ 
ble  or  faster  than  DSL,  they  must 
pay  a  monthly  fee  of  $21.95  to 
upgrade.  EarthLink  has  no  obli¬ 
gation  to  upgrade  their  services 
nor  do  they  have  an  obligation  to 
keep  up  with  the  pace  of  technol¬ 
ogy. 

What  is  the  City  giving  away 
to  get  this  plan?  The  City  is  giv¬ 
ing  away  the  exclusive  right  to 
public  infrastructure,  including 
light  poles  and  public  rights  of 
way.  Not  only  does  this  provide 
EarthLink-Google  with  a  com¬ 
petitive  advantage  but  it  poten¬ 
tially  grants  them  a  monopoly. 
When  the  City  allows  sole  access 
to  our  public  assets,  the  only 
guarantee  is  that  the  provider  will 
dictate  the  quality  and  cost  of 
service.  Taxpayers  are  subsidiz¬ 
ing  EarthLink-Google’s  business 


by  paying  for  its  infrastructure 
while  being  charged  for  its  ser¬ 
vice. 

Moreover,  if  your  cell  phone 
provider  wants  to  offer  wireless 
broadband  services,  they  would 
have  to  buy  access  from 
EarthLink.  The  current  proposal 
is  silent  on  how  much  EarthLink 
can  charge  other  providers.  If  a 
provider  can  not  afford  to  buy  ac¬ 
cess,  then  the  consumer  does  not 
get  that  particular  provider’s  ser¬ 
vice.  Hence,  consumers  lose 
choice. 

What  else  would  the  City  give 
away  if  we  agreed  to  this  propos¬ 
al? 

EarthLink-Google  may  share 
a  users’  protected  personal  infor¬ 
mation  unless  the  user  opts  out. 
But  the  user  opt  out  only  applies 
to  marketing  communications. 
Therefore,  you  can  opt  out  when 
your  information  would  be  used 
for  marketing  purposes,  but  a 
vendor  can  still  acquire  your  in¬ 
formation  as  long  as  they  do  not 
use  it  for  marketing. 

If  EarthLink-Google  shares 
your  information  for  other  pur¬ 
poses,  they  could  do  so  with  no 
notice  to  the  user.  Information 
gathered  for  the  purposes  of  civil 
legal  proceedings,  for  law  en¬ 
forcement,  for  processing  collec¬ 
tions,  or  for  national  security 
would  all  be  acceptable  under  the 
current  proposal  as  long  as 
EarthLink  does  this  in  “good 
faith.”  There  is  no  option  to  opt 
out. 

Given  the  flaws  in  the 
EarthLink-Google  plan,  should 

Safeway  closes 

The  Safeway  at  Seventh 
Avenue  and  Cabrillo  Street,  the 
local  market  for  many  residents 
and  businesses  in  the  inner 
Richmond  District,  recently 
closed  for  a  planned  rebuilding 
as  a  new  state-of-the-art  facility 
set  to  reopen  in  the  second  half 
of  2008. 

While  customers  have  the  op¬ 
tion  of  ordering  groceries 
through  a  temporary  site  during 


the  City  forego  the  pursuit  of  free 
and  universal  WiFi?  No,  we 
should  not  forego  the  opportunity 
to  have  free  and  universal  WiFi. 
Nor  should  we  rush  into  a  deal 
that  fails  to  serve  the  public’s 
needs. 

The  Department  of  Telecom¬ 
munications  and  Information 
Services,  at  the  direction  of  the 
mayor,  moved  forward  with  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  EarthLink  for  the 
proposed  wireless  network  with¬ 
out  conducting  a  formal  analysis 
or  study  of  the  feasibility  of 
wireless  broadband.  According 
to  the  budget  analyst  report,  a 
“Request  for  Information  and 
Comment”  was  issued  instead.  A 
“Request  for  Proposals”  fol¬ 
lowed,  in  which  EarthLink- 
Google  won  the  bid.  Therefore, 
EarthLink-Google’s  proposal  is 
not  based  on  a  comprehensive 
study,  but  solely  on  public  com¬ 
ments. 

In  order  to  find  the  best  fit  for 
the  City’s  needs,  we  need  to  learn 
about  the  best  practices  from  oth¬ 
er  cities.  We  need  to  “examine  all 
alternative  approaches  to  promot¬ 
ing  digital  inclusion  in  San 
Francisco.”  Free  WiFi  may  be 
easily  provided  by  a  municipally 
governed  enterprise.  We  can 
foresee  that  rates  will  be  cheaper 
because  the  City  will  have  no 
need  to  pursue  profits. 

The  Internet  is  a  community 
resource.  We  connect  with 
friends  through  e-mail,  search  for 
jobs,  get  online  tutoring,  and  be¬ 
come  informed  about  almost 
anything.  WiFi  can  “bridge  the 
digital  divide”  (bring  the  Internet 
to  everyone)  if  it  is  done  correct¬ 
ly.  In  order  to  do  so,  we  must  ex¬ 
plore  our  options,  including  mu¬ 
nicipally-owned  WiFi.  Anything 
less  will  jeopardize  what  is  right¬ 
fully  ours  as  consumers,  taxpay¬ 
ers  and  residents. 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
represents  San  Francisco ’s 
District  1. 

for  remodeling 

the  closure,  many  have  been 
forced  out  of  their  neighborhoods 
to  less  convenient  market  loca¬ 
tions  where  grocery  prices  are  of¬ 
ten  more  expensive. 

In  an  effort  to  compete  with 
higher-end  stores  such  as  Whole 
Foods,  Trader  Joe’s,  and  Mollie 
Stones,  the  revamped  supermar¬ 
ket  is  expected  to  create  a  more 
pleasant  shopping  experience 
with  warmer  colors  and  lighting. 

Book  thriller  set 
in  Richmond 

The  Richmond  and  Sunset 
districts  are  the  setting  for  a  re¬ 
cently  published  thriller  entitled 
“Death  Game,”  by  Bay  Area  au¬ 
thor  Cheryl  Swanson. 

After  working  in  and  visiting 
the  City  for  years,  the  foggy  and 
mysterious  districts  inspired 
Swanson’s  imagination  to  write 
this  debut  novel,  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  good  reviews  from 
Mystery  Scene  magazine. 
Midwest  Review,  and  Foreward, 
one  of  the  leading  reviewers  of 
small  and  academic  press  books. 

Local  trivia  abounds,  with 
mentions  of  sites  and  activities 
well-known  to  those  who  know 
the  area,  such  as  St.  Ignatius 
Church,  several  of  the  area’s 
Irish  pubs,  and  famous  city  chefs 
frequenting  the  markets  in  the 
evening  hours  to  select  produce 
for  their  restaurant  menus. 

“Death  Game”  is  available  at 
San  Francisco  Mystery 
Bookstore  and  City  Lights.  For 
more  information,  visit  the  Web 
site  at  www.cherylswanson.net. 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

420  29th  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

Feb.  25th  -  One  service  only  at  10  a.m. 
followed  by  Parish  Annual  Meeting 

March  5th  -  Service  at  5  p.m.  with  visitation 
by  Bishop  Marc  Andrus 

Tuesday  nights  at  7  p.m.  -  Shrove  Tuesday,  bring  and  share  meal  and 
video  “Vicar  of  Dibley”  on  Feb.  20th.  Lenten  soup  suppers  and 
book  study  beginning  Feb.  27th. 


•Assisted  listening  available  -  parking  available  during 
services  across  street  at  Presidio  Middle  School 


Ash  Wednesday  Service  Feb.  21st  at  7  p.i 
Thursdays:  Morning  Prayer  at  8  a.m. 

+  +  + 

Sf.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Center 
for  Progressive  Christianity  and  was 
named  one  of  top  30  Episcopal 
Churches  in  the  U.S.  in  “Excellent 
Protestant  Congregations:  The  Guide 
to  Best  Places  and  Practices.  ” 
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Mayor’s  Office 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 


WiFi  deal  is  good 

In  my  first  State  of  the  City  address,  I 
made  the  commitment  to  provide  every 
San  Franciscan  access  to  free  wireless 
Internet  service.  We  have  taken  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  in  fulfilling  that  promise. 

The  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco 
has  reached  an  agreement  with  EarthLink 
and  its  business  partner  Google  to  become 
the  first  major  city  in  the  country  to  offer 
free  universal  wireless  Internet  access 
throughout  the  entire  City.  In  creating  this 
public-private  partnership,  we  will  accom¬ 
plish  this  at  no  cost  to  City  taxpayers.  San 
Franciscans  will  be  able  to  check  e-mail, 
search  job  Web  sites,  do  schoolwork  online 
or  access  government  services  anywhere 
and  anytime. 

Despite  San  Francisco’s  well-justified 
reputation  as  a  global  technology  leader,  a 
substantial  number  of  our  residents  lack 
Internet  access  at  home.  Particularly,  San 
Francisco  residents  who  are  low-income, 
disabled,  seniors  or  immigrants  with  limit¬ 
ed  English  speaking  ability  are  much  less 
likely  to  have  Internet  access.  Yet  these  are 
the  populations  who  could  most  benefit 
from  the  diverse  resources  of  the  Internet 
and  the  connections  the  Internet  enables. 
San  Francisco’s  “digital  inclusion”  pro¬ 
grams  will  focus  on  the  City’s  most  under¬ 
served  neighborhoods  as  well  as  disadvan¬ 
taged  residents  and  families.  According  to 
the  report  on  a  national  level,  68  percent  of 
Americans  have  access  to  the  Internet. 
However,  access  in  some  segments  of  the 
population  is  much  lower,  including: 

•  73  percent  of  households  earning  less 
than  $15,000  a  year  are  not  online: 

•  57  percent  of  African  Americans  are 
online; 

•  38  percent  of  Americans  with  disabili¬ 
ties  are  connected; 

•  37  percent  of  Hispanics  have  access; 

•  29  percent  of  people  who  have  not 
graduated  from  high  school  are  connected; 

•  26  percent  of  people  who  are  more 
than  60  years  of  age  are  online. 

Applying  these  statistics  to  San 
Francisco’s  740,000  residents  and  330,000 
households,  suggests  that  at  least  200,000 
San  Francisco  residents  are  left  behind  in 
Internet  access. 

As  more  of  our  daily  fives  are  being 
conducted  on  the  Internet,  those  who  are 
not  connected  are  increasingly  excluded 
from  employment  and  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities,  pay  more  for  services  and  goods, 
and  cannot  access  important  health,  finan¬ 
cial  and  government  services.  Youth  with¬ 
out  home  Internet  access  are  hampered  in 
their  ability  to  do  schoolwork  and  are  less 
likely  to  graduate.  Workers  require  tech¬ 


nology  skills 
and  access  to 
obtain  and  re¬ 
tain  good  pay¬ 
ing  jobs.  As 
more  city  ser¬ 
vices  are  of¬ 
fered  online, 
people  who 

r  f  - «  most  often 

TOr  I  Ty  need  these  city 

services  often 

lack  Internet  access  to  use  them.  Free  wire¬ 
less,  combined  with  digital  inclusion  pro¬ 
grams  that  promote  computer  ownership 
and  technology  training,  will  enable  the 
City  to  help  our  students  excel,  develop  a 
technologically  savvy  workforce  and  equi¬ 
tably  offer  innovative  city  services. 

To  complement  the  City’s  agreement 
with  EarthLink  to  provide  free  Internet  ac¬ 
cess,  I  recently  joined  members  of  the 
Digital  Inclusion  Task  Force  to  announce 
the  release  of  a  report  that  outlines  the 
city’s  effort  to  bring  affordable  hardware, 
Internet  navigation  training,  and  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  relevant  Internet  content  to 
those  in  need.  Programs  and  training  will 
emphasize  digital  safety,  accessibility  to 
the  disabled  community  and  seniors,  as 
well  as  promoting  multi-lingual  Web  por¬ 
tals  and  community-based  content. 

I  am  very  proud  of  the  agreement  we 
negotiated  with  EarthLink  and  its  partner 
Google.  EarthLink  will  build  and  operate  a 
city  wide,  wireless  broadband  network  at 
no  cost  to  the  City  and  the  City  will  re¬ 
ceive  financial  compensation  to  help  fi¬ 
nance  digital  inclusion  programs.  The  con¬ 
tract  establishes  important  policies  and 
performance  standards  that  EarthLink  and 
Google  must  follow  in  order  to  ensure 
openness,  consumer  choice  and  privacy. 

In  partnering  with  EarthLink  and 
Google,  the  City  will  benefit  from  the  tech¬ 
nological  expertise  of  two  Internet  leaders, 
which  can  respond  to  rapidly  changing 
technological  developments  in  wireless 
Internet  technologies.  This  partnership  en¬ 
ables  the  City  to  focus  on  its  core  strengths 
in  promoting  social  and  economic  equity 
through  digital  inclusion,  delivering  public 
services  and  effective  governance. 

The  agreement  is  the  result  of  the  most 
transparent  process  ever  followed  by  the 
City.  The  City  conducted  a  Request  for 
Information/Comment  (RIC),  which  so¬ 
licited  extensive  public  input  including 
more  than  300  public  comments  and  26 
proposals  from  private  and  non-profit  sec¬ 
tors  on  how  to  best  provide  affordable,  uni¬ 
versal  WiFi.  The  City  incorporated  many 
of  the  ideas  and  practices  that  were  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  RIC  process  for  an  Request 
for  Proposals. 

In  conclusion,  I  look  forward  to  work¬ 
ing  with  the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
bringing  this  initiative  forward  and  further¬ 
ing  the  City’s  position  as  a  technological 
and  social  leader.  For  more  information  on 
the  City’s  WiFi  and  digital  inclusion  initia¬ 
tives,  go  to  www.sfgov.org/techconnect. 

Gavin  Newsom  is  the  mayor  of  San 
Francisco. 


Argonne  students  read  for  Africa 


For  the  second  year,  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  grade  students  at  Argonne  Elementary 
School  enjoyed  an  entire  day  of  reading  in 
early  December,  to  benefit  the  learners  at 
Nkomo  Primary  School  in  Mnqobokazi, 
South  Africa.  Teachers  Kim  Towsley  and 
David  Allyn  organized  the  activity. 

After  reading  for  more  than  3  hours  and 
30  minutes,  the  Argonne  students  took 
time  to  write  letters  to  their  new  friends  at 
Nkomo  School.  During  the  past  year,  the 
students  in  both  schools  exchanged  pen  pal 
letters. 

Last  May,  Mrs.  Zikhali,  the  Principal  of 
Nkomo  Primary  School,  visited  the 
Argonne  students  while  she  was  in  San 

Fire  pits  OK'd  for 

The  National  Park  Service  has  approved 
a  plan  to  install  new  public-use  fire  pits  on 
Ocean  Beach. 

As  a  response  to  criticism  that  the  beach 
is  littered  with  trash  and  debris  from  bon¬ 
fires,  the  measure  is  intended  to  allow  fires 
while  keeping  the  mess  they  create  con¬ 
fined  to  the  fire  pits. 

The  structures  have  yet  to  be  designed 


Francisco  to  be  honored  by  the  Friends  of 
Africa  Foundation  for  her  successful 
achievements.  Zikhali  founded  the  Nkomo 
School  in  1998  under  four  trees.  Today,  the 
800  students,  including  over  200  orphans 
and  vulnerable  children,  have  classrooms 
to  house  them.  Last  year’s  Argonne  Read- 
A-Thon  helped  build  two  new  classrooms 
for  the  South  African  school. 

This  year’s  Read-A-Thon  at  Argonne 
generated  $1,500  from  family  and  friends 
of  the  young  Argonne  readers.  The  dona¬ 
tion  will  help  purchase  books  and  educa¬ 
tional  supplies  for  the  orphans  and  vulnera¬ 
ble  children  at  Nkomo. 

—  Suzanne  Cross 

Ocean  Beach 

and  must  meet  certain  weight  and  height 
requirements  and  be  easy  for  the  park  ser¬ 
vice  to  maintain.  Final  designs  for  the  pits 
will  be  selected  by  Jan.  28. 

An  estimated  12  to  20  structures  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  installed  on  Earth  Day,  in 
April. 

For  more  information,  e-mail  tom- 
price  @  bumingman.com. 


o 
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Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning  Pick-Up  &  Delivery  Service 

•  Next-Day  Laundry  Service  Every  Weekday 

•  Only  790  per  Pound  of  Laundry 

•  Most  Drycleaning  Items  only  $2.75 


Visit  www.sfwash.com  or  Call  (415)  816-5254 


Enjoy  A  More  Comfortable  Retirement 
In  Your  Own  Home 

Our  Reverse  Mortgage'  program  enables  you  to: 

•  Receive  tax-free  funds  to  use  however  you  choose2 

•  Title  stays  in  your  name 

•  Financial  flexibility 

•  No  income,  asset,  employment  or  credit  qualification  restrictions3 
•Your  choice  of  flexible  funds-distribution  plans 

Christine  Stormont  David  Stormont 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant  Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 

415-722-0226  650-533-2349 

'Must  be  at  least  62  years  old.  'Consult  your  tax  advisor.  ’Reverse  Mortgage  borrowers 
are  required  to  obtain  an  eligibility  certificate  by  receiving  free  counseling  sessions  with 
a  HUD-approved  agency.  Family  members  are  also  strongly  encouraged  to 
participate  in  these  informative  sessions.  Call  for  more  detailed  program 
information.  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage  is  a  division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank, 

N.A.  ©  2006  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N  A  All  Rights  Reserved.  #36926  7/26/06  lender 


The  Casbah 
of  Clement. 


In  the  neighborhood  west  of  Arguello,  a  riot 
of  sights  and  sounds  make  the  Richmond 
one  of  the  most  colorful  areas  in  the  City. 

From  red-hot  Kung  Pao  to  Green  Apple 
Books,  the  Richmond's  got  a  little  of 
everything.  And  surroundings  that  are  no 
less  spectacular  than  Golden  Gate  Park, 
the  Presidio,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

At  Hill  &  Co,  we’ve  been  helping  people  fnd 


the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their  aspira¬ 
tions  since  1 956.  And  we've  helped  them 
sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've  been  ready 
to  move  on  to  new  dreams. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Richmond,  or  about  any  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000. 
Or  visit  our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 

Color  us  helpful. 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1  100 
F:  (415)  321-4250 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office 

T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 
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Dancer  struts  for  better  treatment  of  disabled 


by  Alastair  Bland 

Music  and  motion  are  life  for 
Lisa-Anice  Sutphen,  a  San 
Francisco  dance  instructor  and 
physical  health  enthusiast  with 
four  master’s  degrees  in  dance. 
While  Sutphen  teaches  ballroom, 
world  and  party  dance  classes  at 
locations  around  the  Bay  Area, 
she  directs  the  greater  portion  of 
her  energies  toward  Opportunity 
Unlimited,  a  Richmond  District 
daycare-therapy  program  dedi¬ 
cated  to  helping  members  of  the 
disabled  community  overcome 
physiological  and  emotional  mal¬ 
adies  through  dance,  motion  and 
physical  fitness. 

Sutphen’s  approach  toward 
working  with  the  disabled,  which 
she  calls  movement  therapy,  is 
unique  in  a  field  dominated  by 
more  idle  activities.  While  she 
appreciates  the  efforts  of  other 
schools  and  daycare  centers,  she 
believes  the  standard  treatment 
regime  for  developmentally  dis¬ 
abled  men  and  women  is  inade¬ 
quate. 

“What  we’re  doing  beats  the 
heck  out  of  most  programs  for 
the  disabled,”  she  says.  “There’s 


more  to  life  than  art  classes,  col¬ 
or  therapy,  music  therapy  and 
counting  change  at  the  grocery 
store.  These  are  essential  skills  - 
at  least  counting  change  is  -  but 
life  consists  of  a  lot  more  than 
that.” 

Physical  activity  and  dance, 
she  says,  promotes  social  interac¬ 
tion  and  a  breakdown  of  debili¬ 
tating  inhibitions. 

“Addressing  their  physical 
problems  and  disabilities  really 
gets  to  the  heart  of  the  barriers 
that  prevent  them  from  develop¬ 
ing  truly  essential  skills.  I’ve 
seen  first-hand  some  cases  that 
were  downright  miraculous.  We 
have  people  who  never  could  talk 
before.  Now  they’re  instigating 
conversations,”  Sutphen  said. 
“Treatment  with  motion  and 
dance  really  produces  some 
amazing  improvements  with  be¬ 
havioral  problems.” 

Sutphen  came  to  San 
Francisco  14  years  ago  from 
Seattle,  where  she  had  worked 
and  volunteered  for  years  with 
the  disabled  community.  Already 
an  experienced  advocate  and  ac¬ 
tivist  in  her  current  field,  she 
heard  about  a  fitness  class  for 


r 


A 


s.f. 
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Sign-up  Now!  — >  www.BodyCoreSF.com 
email:  info@bodycoresf.com  call:  415.370.1909 


adults  called  Opportunity 
Unlimited  at  the  Richmond 
District  YMCA,  and  she  quickly 
found  her  way  onboard. 

“There  was  no  one  else 
around,  and  if  the  teacher  was 
sick,  then  there  was  no  class.  So  I 
decided  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  volunteer.” 

Fler  presence  led  to  a  height¬ 
ened  level  of  program  consisten¬ 
cy  for  several  years,  in  which 
time  Sutphen  led  approximately 
10  of  Opportunity  Unlimited’s 
weekly  classes  per  year. 

In  2001,  when  the  two  origi¬ 
nal  founders  of  the  school  left  the 
country  and  moved  to  Israel, 
Sutphen  took  over  full-time. 
Today,  Opportunity  Unlimited  is 
based  at  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal 
Church.  Sutphen  works  as  the  fit¬ 
ness  director,  and  with  the  help 
of  six  regular  volunteers  she  is 
currently  instructing  43  clients  in 
bodily  fitness  and  dance,  with 
sessions  and  classes  in  both 
English  and  Cantonese. 

But  Opportunity  Unlimited 
faces  an  uncertain  future  because 
St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  is 
slated  to  close  for  construction 
within  the  next  year.  That  leaves 
the  organization  to  find  a  non¬ 
profit  entity  to  provide  funding, 
support  and  general  supervision 
soon. 

“We’re  looking  to  get  a  grant 
and  expand,”  says  Sutphen.  “At 
this  time,  none  of  us  knows 
where  Opportunity  Unlimited 
will  go.  We  need  a  large  space 
with  room  for  offices  and  equip¬ 
ment  storage.” 

Yet  the  fitness  instructor  is 
confident  that  Opportunity 
Unlimited  will  continue  and  ex¬ 
pand  its  current  breadth  of  opera¬ 
tion  and  influence,  eventually  af¬ 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Professional  dancer  Lisa  Anice-Sutphen  has  been 
teaching  dance  and  movement  therapy  to  develop¬ 
mentally  disabled  people  for  the  last  14  years.  In  the 
photo  above  Anice-Sutphen  does  the  line  dance  with 
her  students. 


fecting  the  lives  of  its  clients  di¬ 
rectly  while  also  producing  a 
shift  in  the  standard  of  care  for 
disabled  people  everywhere. 
Many  doctors  in  conventional 
medicine,  says  Sutphen,  tend  to 
dismiss  the  greater  needs  of  pa¬ 
tients  with  disabilities. 

“These  people  are  overlooked 
and  neglected,  and  I’ve  seen 
members  of  this  population  who 
have  just  given  up.  This  is  what 
most  people  think  of  when  they 
think  of  developmentally  dis¬ 
abled  people:  People  who  are 
listless  and  drugged,  just  kept 
alive  and  passive.” 

Sutphen  says  that  if 
Opportunity  Unlimited’s  strate¬ 
gies  and  positive  achievements  in 
helping  the  disabled  gain  the  at¬ 
tention  of  respected  figures  in  the 
medical  profession,  a  grant  could 
follow. 


“I’m  hoping  that,  should  we 
get  the  needed  researchers  and 
grants,  we  can  implement  a 
change,  at  least  in  California,” 
Sutphen  said.  “I  want  to  prove  to 
the  legislature  that  physical  fit¬ 
ness  is  a  viable  and  less  expen¬ 
sive  alternative  to  the  programs 
they  already  have  in  place,  and 
with  our  track  record  I  think 
we’re  going  to  be  able  to  get  this 
done.” 

For  more  information  on 
Opportunity  Unlimited,  e-mail 
opportunity  unlimitedsf@  ya¬ 
hoo. com.  For  information  on 
Lisa-Anice  Sutphen’s  dance 
classes,  lessons  and  fitness 
training,  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.lisa-anice.com  or  call 
(415)  673-5424. 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11:30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


Happy  Tray 

Roll) 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


,4,S,3K-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  1 5%OFF 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit 
EXP.  3/31/2007 


Sushi 


(415)386-2777 


*rtaJ6 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/31/2007 


(415)  386-2777  , 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $4.98  Dinner  $5.98 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  3/31/2007 


<5fiT6  (4,5>38M7?7 

Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
EXP.  3/31/2007 


(415)386-2777 


(415)  386-2777 


fate 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 

Cal!  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  3/31/2007 


A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon  !  Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

EXP.  3/31/2007 


1  Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  01 
EXP  3/31/2007 


(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


February  2007 


The  Richmond  Review  •  9 


Local  historian  is  youngest  author 
of  'historic  photos'  series 

by  Dmitry  Kiper 


Photo:  Dmitry  Kiper 

Richmond  District  author  Rebecca  Schmall  was  recent¬ 
ly  photographed  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  looking  out 
over  the  East  River  toward  Manhattan. 


It  is  daytime.  Some  men  are 
wearing  three-piece  suits  and 
bowler  hats.  Some  have  dark, 
dirty  pants  and  vests  on.  There 
are  also  a  few  girls  in  the  crowd, 
some  wearing  long  dresses  and 
hats  with  bows.  They’re  all 
standing  outside  a  saloon  - 
founded  in  the  1850s  -  that  fea¬ 
tured  taxidermy,  live  monkeys, 
kangaroos  and  a  trained  parrot 
“legendary  for  its  fondness  for 
alcohol  and  ability  to  curse  in 
four  different  languages.” 

In  her  new  book,  “Historic 
Photos  of  San  Francisco,” 
Richmond  District  resident 
Rebecca  Schall  -  who,  at  25 
years  old,  is  the  youngest  author 
ever  published  by  the  “Historic 
Photos”  series  -  writes:  “From  its 
founding,  San  Francisco  has  been 
a  haven  for  eccentrics,  mavericks 
and  curious  individuals.” 

“Historic  Photos  of  San 
Francisco”  is  no  average  coffee- 
table  book.  Many  of  the  captions 
for  its  200  photos  are  large  para¬ 
graphs  full  of  rich,  well-re- 
searched  historical  facts  and 
anecdotes  from  the  1860s  to  the 
1960s. 

“This  is  not  the  kind  of  book 
that  you’d  quickly  flip  through,” 
said  Schall. 

One  photograph  from  1861 
shows  a  pro-Union  rally  at  the 
intersection  of  Market  and 
Montgomery  streets.  The  rally 
was  a  reaction  to  rumors  “that 
Confederate  sympathizers  would 
commit  acts  of  sabotage  at  strate¬ 
gic  San  Francisco  targets.” 

Schall  wrote  her  undergradu¬ 
ate  thesis  on  the  role  of  San 
Francisco  in  the  Civil  War.  And 
because  so  few  people  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  this  subject,  she  gets  es¬ 
pecially  excited  when  talking 
about  it.  But  anytime  she  talks 
about  San  Francisco  history,  she 
is  ready  to  leap  off  the  chair. 

“My  friends  know  that  when 
they’re  around  me,  there’ll  be 

Students  flee 
Balboa  gas  leak 

A  gas  leak  at  Balboa  Street 
and  Sixth  Avenue  Jan.  22 
prompted  the  evacuation  of  stu¬ 
dents  attending  the  nearby  Frank 
McCoppin  Elementary  School. 

The  leak  occurred  when  a 
construction  crew  broke  the  un¬ 
derground  pipe  about  10  a.m. 
Initially,  Balboa  Street  was 
closed  from  Fourth  to  Eighth  av¬ 
enues,  causing  some  Muni  buses 
to  be  rerouted. 

The  leak  was  fixed  by  PG&E 
workers  within  two  hours  but 
many  students  did  not  return  to 
school,  opting  instead  to  give  the 
school  time  to  air-out  to  remove 
the  smell  of  natural  gas. 


some  sort  of  history  lesson,”  she 
said. 

Despite  her  love  of  San 
Francisco,  she  doesn’t 
romanticize  the  City. 
Discrimination  against  Chinese 
workers,  the  incarceration  of 
Japanese  residents  —  most  of 
them  citizens  -  during  World 
War  II,  and  a  shoot-to-kill  order 
issued  by  the  mayor  after  the 
1906  earthquake  are  all  included 
in  the  book.  There  are  also  many 
references  to  saloons,  hold-ups, 
murders,  opium  dens,  brothels 
and  gambling  halls. 

Although  most  captions  are 
full  of  fascinating  and  insightful 
historical  details,  the  page-long 
chapter  introductions  -  there  are 
seven  -  have  occasional  bursts  of 
optimism  usually  found  in  high 
school  history  books. 

Schall  has  light  olive-green 
eyes,  side-parted  wavy  brown 
hair  and  high  cheek  bones,  like 
Mia  Farrow.  From  a  very  young 
age,  she  preferred  history  to  fairy 
tales.  She  became  fascinated  with 
San  Francisco  history  at  the  age 
of  five  when  she  discovered  old 
photos  of  the  Sutro  Baths, 
Playland  and  Ocean  Beach.  She 
loved  the  contrast  between  how 
tame  and  quiet  -  or  non-existent 
-  these  places  are  and  how  busy 
and  exciting  they  once  were. 

“It  was  amazing  to  me  that 
these  places  existed,”  she  said.  “I 
wanted  to  go  back  to  old  San 
Francisco.” 

Her  father,  Gerald,  greatly  en¬ 
couraged  her  love  of  history. 

“Some  fathers  are  interested 
in  fishing,  and  they  teach  their 
kids  to  fish,”  he  said.  “I  was  in¬ 
terested  in  art  and  history,  so  I 
took  her  to  Europe.” 

Schall  has  traveled  to  Europe 
and  all  over  the  states  nearly  ev¬ 
ery  summer  since  she  was  six 
years  old.  As  a  teenager,  she  saw 
Napoleon’s  stuffed  horse  at  a 
museum  in  Paris,  which,  she 
said,  made  the  past  seem  less  ab¬ 
stract.  She  would  often  ask  her 
grandparents  and  the  parents  of 
her  parent’s  friends  for  their  per¬ 
sonal  history.  Her  interest  in  his¬ 


tory  was  primarily  an  interest  in 
people. 

Schall  became  a  “self-educat¬ 
ed  San  Francisco  historian”  by 
reading  dozens  of  history  books 
about  the  City.  As  a  college  stu¬ 
dent,  she  became  increasingly  in¬ 
volved  with  San  Francisco’s  his¬ 
toric  landmarks. 

One  summer,  she  worked  on 
an  archeological  dig  in  the 
Presidio  uncovering  the  remains 
of  an  early  19th-century  house.  It 
was  a  dirty  job.  In  order  to  sift 
through  the  dirt  for  tiny  historic 
materials  -  often  with  the  help  of 
a  high-pressure  hose  -  Schall 
wore  a  heavy  raincoat  and  rubber 
boots. 

A  few  summers  later,  as  a 
graduate  student  at  San  Francisco 
State  University,  she  helped  de¬ 
sign  exhibits  at  Mission  Dolores. 
Built  by  Ohlone  Indian  workers 
in  1791,  it  is  the  oldest  building 
in  the  City. 

The  research  for  “Historic 
Photos”  was  a  full-time  job  that 
took  Schall  several  months. 
Besides  poring  over  history 
books,  old  newspapers,  posters 
and  ads,  she  interviewed  many 
seniors  and  went  to  many  of  the 
sites  where  the  photographs  were 
taken.  While  looking  through 
various  photo  books,  she  noted 
what  their  captions  said  and 
made  an  effort  to  say  something 
new  and  insightful. 

For  Schall,  the  book  is  about 
the  people  of  San  Francisco. 

“When  I  see  a  picture  of 
Ocean  Beach  in  1901  with  horses 
and  carriages,  and  women  in 
Victorian-style  dresses,  I  realize 
that  San  Francisco  once  belonged 
to  them,”  she  said.  “Now  San 
Francisco  is  a  part  of  me.  But 
one  day,  people  will  look  at  pic¬ 
tures  of  2007  with  a  sense  of  an¬ 
tiquity.” 

For  more  information  about 
“Historic  Photos  of  San 
Francisco,"  $39.95,  contact 
Lisa  Francis  at  Turner 
Publishing  at  (615)  255-2665  or 
go  to  the  Web  site  at  www. turn¬ 
erpublishing.  com. 


LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (&  Spruce  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
Tel:  (415)221-9817 
Fax:(415)221-9819 
Emai  I :  lphsbs@-yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  -  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Sat  1 0  am  -  5  pm 

NOW  WITH  2  L0CAT 


4338  California  St.  (&  6*  Ave) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Tel:  (415)  221-9847 

Fax:  (415)  221-9849 

Fmai  I :  lphsbs2@yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  -  Fri  10  am  -  5  pm 
Sat  1 0  am  -  3  pm 

IONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


SPEC  IALIZED  SERVIC  ES  FOR  UOME-flASEl)  OR  SMALL  Bl  SINENSES  AND  INDIVIDUALS 


ASK  l:S  ABOUT  ANY  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  SERV  ICES 


*  Private  Mail  Boxes 

*  UPS,  FedEx.  DHL.  USPS 

*  Packaging  Service 

*  Black  &  White  Copies 

*  E-mail  Related  Services 

*  Notary  Public 

*  Passport  Photos 


*  Mail  Forwarding 

*  Freight 

*  Shipping  Supplies 

*  Color  Copies 

*  File  Printing  Services 

*  Business  Cards 

*  Fingerprinting 


*  Package  Receiving 

*  Stamps.  Metered  Mail 

*  Office  Supplies 

*  I  .aminaiing-'Binding 

*  Fax  Service 

*  Rubber  Stamps 

*  And  Much  More' 


SPECIAL:  Rent  a  mailbox  and  get  one  month  free  for  every  3  months  rentet 
Good  until  2/28/07  at  either  of  our  locations. 

(For  First  time  customers'  only.  Must  bring  in  or  mention  this  ad  to  receive  the  special,  j 


On  The  Market! 


Prime  Clement  St.  @  22nd  Ave. 

3,100-square-foot  lot  has 
2  buildings,  including  garage  for 
6+  cars.  Possible  development  site. 
Neighborhood  commercial  zoning. 
Offered  at  $950,000 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 

Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
''Full  Service  At  Your  Service " 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


— 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program) 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


-  ?<it,  ”,  f 

SMS  r  .&£*«*.*  -mitii  it-te 

wl -**#•.  % 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 
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Farrell  Real  Estate  Investments 

“It's  not  just  a  home;  it’s  an  investment.” 


John  T.  Farrell  Claudette  Hansson  Farrell 

Broker/Realtor/Notary  Agent/Investor 

•  Over  20  Years  Experience 

•  Aggressive  Marketing  Plan 

•  Unmatched  Total  Rate!  3.5*%) 

•  Also  Available:  Property  Management 
and  Mobile  Notary 

Call  Today  at  415/298-9561 

for  Your  FREE  Copy  of 

“The  10  Biggest  Mistakes  in  Buying  &  Selling  a  Home” 
farrellreinvestments@yahoo.com 
www.farrellreinvestments.com 


MLS 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)  752-3302 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  ■Aills!  TREND  has  1“  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick -sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 
individual  and  ... 
group  practice.  ^pgc, 

"*  shoes 


ihoae 


Join  Us! 


We 

Serve! 


The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions  Club  invite  you  to  join  us  for  lunch 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Lions  work  to  help  those  in  our  commu¬ 
nity  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  and  low-cost  eye  care  and 
more.  Lunch  is  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Clubhouse,  our  “home”  at  34th  and 
Clement,  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 


SBC  supports  economic  study 
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two  BRT  options,  out  of  five  be¬ 
ing  studied,  call  for  putting  the 
dedicated  bus  lanes  in  the  center 
of  Geary  Boulevard,  which  was 
originally  designed  by  planners 
to  be  the  major  boulevard  be¬ 
tween  the  Richmond  and  points 
downtown. 

The  center  lane  options  would 
cost  the  most  (up  to  $200  mil¬ 
lion)  and  have  the  greatest  nega¬ 
tive  impacts  on  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  according  to  David  Heller, 
president  of  the  Greater  Geary 
Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association. 

Heller  told  the  commissioners 
that  he  has  tried  to  get  the  TA 
planners  to  facilitate  an  econom¬ 
ic  impact  study,  but  his  efforts 
have  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 

Bent  told  commissioners  that 
an  economic  impact  study  is  usu¬ 
ally  not  undertaken  in  a  trans¬ 
portation  study  of  this  type  and 
that  the  TA  has  no  plans  to  in¬ 
clude  one  for  the  Geary  BRT 
project. 

When  one  commissioner 
asked  Bent  why  another  east- 
west  route  in  the  Richmond  was 
not  considered  for  BRT,  she 
replied,  “Moving  the  problem  is 
not  the  right  way  to  go.” 

The  merchants,  and  leaders  of 
some  neighborhood  organiza¬ 
tions,  favor  improving  the  exist¬ 
ing  #38  Geary  bus  line  with  traf¬ 
fic  light  controls,  satellite  global 
positioning  technology  to  help 
prevent  bus  “bunching,”  and  a 
dedicated  traffic  lane  that  would 
only  be  enforced  for  several 
hours  during  the  morning  or  af¬ 
ternoon  rush-hour  commutes. 
That  is  one  of  the  options  being 
studied  by  the  TA. 

There  were  numerous  con¬ 
cerns  expressed  at  the  Small 
Business  Commission  meeting. 

Keith  Wilson,  a  businessman 
who  has  an  office  on  Geary,  said 
it  was  ridiculous  for  the  TA  to 


consider  spending  upwards  of 
$200  million  to  tear  up  Geary 
when  less  costly  measures  would 
significantly  speed  up  bus  ser¬ 
vice. 

“The  TA  should  be  asking 
‘what  is  the  best  bang  for  the 
buck,’  not  ‘how  can  we  spend  the 
most  money,’”  Wilson  said. 

Hiroshi  Fukuda,  a  member  of 
the  Richmond  Community 
Association,  said  public  safety 
should  be  a  prime  consideration 
for  the  TA  because  Geary  was 
originally  designed  by  the  city’s 
planning  department  to  funnel 
traffic  downtown,  thus  lessening 
traffic  in  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  making  it  safer  for 
pedestrians. 

“We’re  doing  the  opposite,” 
he  said. 

Richard  Warner,  president  of 
the  Jordan  Park  Improvement 
Association,  warned  that  traffic 
patterns  in  the  Richmond  could 
be  changed  forever  if  Geary  traf¬ 
fic  lanes  for  vehicles  are  removed 
and  dedicated  for  bus-only  use. 
He  said  other  streets  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  will  suffer,  including 
California  Street,  where  traffic 
often  slows  due  to  heavy  conges¬ 
tion  near  the  California  Pacific 
Medical  Center. 

According  to  the  TA’s  esti¬ 
mates,  traffic  would  increase  on 
all  Richmond  District  streets,  in¬ 
cluding  California  Street, which 
will  see  an  increase  of  126  vehi¬ 
cles  per  hour  during  peak  times. 

Jim  Maxwell,  president  of  the 
SF  Coalition  of  Neighborhoods, 
told  the  commissioners  that  the 
Geary  BRT  project  is  of  citywide 
interest  to  various  neighborhood 
organizations  throughout  the  City 
and  that  they  were  keeping  an 
eye  on  what  was  going  on  in  the 
Richmond.  He  urged  the  com¬ 
missioners  to  support  an  eco¬ 
nomic  impact  study  for  the  mer¬ 
chants  on  Geary. 

One  commissioner,  Raye 
Richardson,  asked  Bent  if  the 


merchants  could  be  compensated 
for  loss  of  revenue  during  con¬ 
struction. 

Bent  replied  that  the  TA  views 
the  BRT  project  as  an  economic 
benefit  for  the  merchants  and  that 
the  TA  does  not,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  compensate  merchants 
for  transportation  improvements. 

Some  merchants,  including 
Jack  Reill,  proprietor  of  Big  O 
Tires  on  Geary  near  Masonic 
Avenue,  were  concerned  about 
plans  for  the  Geary  and  Masonic 
and  Geary  and  Fillmore  intersec¬ 
tions.  He  said  he  almost  went  out 
of  business  in  the  early  ’70s 
when  the  City  redesigned  the 
Geary  and  Masonic  intersection. 

Much  of  the  expense  in  the 
BRT  plan  would  come  from  re¬ 
designing  the  two  intersections, 
which  could  leave  the  tunnels  on 
Geary  for  buses  only.  In  that  sce¬ 
nario,  vehicle  traffic  would  have 
to  travel  around  the  tunnels,  and 
intersect  with  traffic  on  Masonic 
Avenue  and  Fillmore  Street, 
rather  than  using  the  tunnels  be¬ 
low,  as  it  currently  does. 

According  to  Bent,  the  TA  is 
hoping  to  submit  its  planning 
study  to  the  Geary  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  in  late 
March  and  to  start  an  Envir¬ 
onmental  Impact  Review  within 
a  couple  of  months  after  that. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  two- 
hour  meeting,  the  seven-member 
Small  Business  Commission  vot¬ 
ed  unanimously  to  pass 
Commissioner  David  Chiu’s  res¬ 
olution  “strongly  urging”  the 
Transportation  Authority  to  con¬ 
duct  an  economic  impact  study 
so  potential  negative  affects  to 
local  business  can  be  recognized 
and,  if  possible,  mitigated. 

They  also  voted  to  stay  in¬ 
volved  in  the  process  on  behalf 
of  Richmond  District  merchants 
and  to  send  a  letter  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
notifying  them  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  concerns. 


Strybing  Arboretum  closed  for  TV 
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telling  visitors  that  the 
Arboretum  would  be  closed  all 
day. 

“In  fact,  they  finished  filming 
at  1  p.m.,  and  they  could  have 
tried  harder  to  foresee  that,  in¬ 
stead  of  telling  people  to  go 
home  and  that  it  would  be  closed 
all  day.  It  was  all  very  sloppy.” 

According  to  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department, 
a  closure  permit  was  granted  for 
$17,000.  In  addition.  World  Race 
Productions,  which  produces 
“The  Amazing  Race,”  donated 
$2,500  to  the  S.F.  Botanical 
Garden  Society. 

“The  funds  were  helpful,” 
says  Peterson.  “Closing  the 
Arboretum  seemed  like  a  prudent 
thing  to  do.  1  know  the  city  ad¬ 
ministration  thought  it  was  a 
great  idea,  and  so  periodically 
these  things  happen  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  city.  There  was  some 
benefit  for  the  gardens.  It  seemed 
like  a  very  positive  thing.” 

Barry  also  pointed  out  the 
lack  of  notification  put  out  by  the 
Rec.  and  Park  Department  con¬ 
cerning  the  closure. 

“They  should  have  posted  it  a 
month  ahead  of  time.  We  only 
came  from  five  minutes  away  so 
it  was  no  big  deal,  but  others 
probably  came  from  all  over  the 
Bay  Area,”  he  said. 

But  Dennis  Kern,  director  of 
operations  at  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department,  said  only  clo¬ 
sures  of  great  magnitude  merit 
advance  warning  for  the  public. 

“I  can’t  go  around  posting. 


‘This  picnic  table  will  be  re¬ 
served  on  Sunday  by  the  Kern 
family.’  Nor  do  I  post  that  the 
Civic  Center  will  be  closed  for 
the  Black  and  White  Ball.  The 
only  time  we  notify  the  public  is 
for  prolonged  closures.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  Japanese  Tea  Garden 
was  closed  in  early  2005  for  the 
filming  of  “Memoirs  of  a 
Geisha.” 

The  Tea  Garden  was  closed  to 
the  public  for  10  days. 

“We  got  a  hefty  fee  from  the 
producer  and  we  did  notify  the 
public  for  the  reason  that  it  was 
going  to  be  a  major  impact,” 
Kern  said.  “Two  hours  on  a 
Sunday  morning  doesn’t  even 
come  close  to  that  kind  of  im¬ 
pact. 

“Our  goal  is  to  protect  park 
access  for  all.  At  the  same  time. 
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spaces  and  the  environmental  im¬ 
pacts  of  increased  traffic,  noise, 
emissions,  light  pollution  and  im¬ 
pacts  on  emergency  response  will 
also  affect  the  public. 

“PAR  has  attempted  to  work 
collaboratively  with  the  VAMC 
for  many  years  regarding  over¬ 
construction  of  their  campus,” 
said  PAR  President  Ron  Miguel. 
“However,  we  have  never  re¬ 
ceived  cooperation  from  the  on¬ 
site  management.  Our  legal  ac¬ 
tion  was  a  last  resort.” 

At  present  there  are  124  pa¬ 
tient  beds,  but  more  than  200  re¬ 
searchers  at  the  medical  center. 


individual  agencies,  organiza¬ 
tions,  non-profits  -  you  name  it  - 
can  get  a  permit  for  a  certain 
amount  of  time.  This  is  all  autho¬ 
rized  in  the  city’s  park  code,”  he 
said. 

Peterson  believes  that  the  ben¬ 
efits  imparted  to  the  city  by  the 
Dec.  17  closure  -  and  public  clo¬ 
sures  in  general  —  were  ultimate¬ 
ly  worth  the  inconvenience  borne 
by  the  park-going  public. 

“This  was  the  concluding 
show  for  a  very  highly-rated  TV 
show  and  the  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Garden  will  get  world¬ 
wide  recognition  as  a  result  of 
the  show  being  taped  at  this  site. 
It  portrays  the  garden  as  a  very 
significant  and  notable  place  to  a 
world-wide  audience,”  Peterson 
said. 


“We  want  our  veterans  to  have 
the  best  medical  care  available 
and  we  look  forward  to  new  re¬ 
search  discoveries  to  help  our 
veterans,”  says  Julie  Bums,  co¬ 
founder  of  FOLE.  “We  now  have 
some  information  about  the  relo¬ 
cation  of  the  labs  currently  in 
Building  203.  But  until  we  un¬ 
derstand  how  planned  growth  on 
the  campus  will  affect  City  and 
Richmond  residents,  I  question  if 
this  is  the  best  place  to  locate  that 
research.” 

The  EA  is  available  for  pub¬ 
lic  comment  via  the  VAMC  at 
(415)  750-2009,  at  the  Anza 
Branch  Library,  or  online  at 
www.fole.org. 
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Assembly 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 


Update  from  Sacramento 


Last  month.  Assembly 
Speaker  Fabian  Nunez,  Senate 
President  pro  tem  Don  Perata, 
and  Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  all  introduced 
comprehensive  health  care  plans, 
which  seek  to  cover  our  state’s 
6.5  million  uninsured  residents 
through  shared  financing  from 
individuals,  employers  and  gov¬ 
ernment. 

While  the  details  of  a  final 
proposal  will  be  worked  out  dur¬ 
ing  this  year’s  legislative  session, 
I  am  hopeful  that  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  solution  to  address  the  rising 
cost  of  health  care  and  insurance 
coverage  for  our  state’s  children 
will  become  a  reality  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Universal  health  care  has 
been,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
one  of  my  top  priorities.  As  a 
newly-appointed  member  of  the 
health  committee,  I  look  forward 
to  working  in  a  bipartisan  man¬ 
ner  this  year  to  make  this  dream 
a  reality. 

Committee  assignments  -  In 
addition  to  being  appointed  to  the 
health  committee,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  other  com¬ 
mittee  assignments,  including  ap¬ 
propriations,  public  safety,  rev¬ 
enue  and  taxation  and  the  joint 
legislative  audit  committee.  I  be¬ 
lieve  my  experience  as  a  city  su¬ 
pervisor  and  as  a  certified  public 
accountant  will  provide  a  solid 
local  government  and  fiscal 
background  to  the  committees  on 
which  I  will  serve. 

Cal  Grants  -  The  seemingly 
never-ending  rise  in  the  cost  of 
higher  education  continues  to  be 
a  major  headache  for  students 
and  their  families.  Fortunately, 
California  does  provide  some  re¬ 
lief  through  the  Cal  Grant  pro¬ 
gram,  which  offers  graduating 
seniors  and  recent  graduates  up 
to  $9,700  a  year  in  free  money 
for  college  expenses  at  both  pri¬ 
vate  and  public  colleges. 

Cash  for  college  -  On  Feb.  17, 
between  1  and  4  p.m,  I  will  be 
co-hosting  “Cash  for  College” 
with  the  San  Francisco  College 
Access  Center  to  assist  students 


and  their  families  in  filling  out 
FASFA  (Free  Application  for 
Student  Aid)  and  Cal  Grant  ap¬ 
plications.  The  event  will  take 
place  in  the  computer  training 
room  of  the  SF  Main  Public 
Library,  located  at  100  Larkin  St. 
Students  should  bring  their  high 
school  transcripts  and  latest  tax 
returns  or  W2  forms.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  SF 
College  Access  Center  at  (415) 
202-7944.  The  application  is  also 
available  online  at  www.cal- 
grants.org.  The  Cal  Grant  appli¬ 
cation  deadline  is  March  2. 

Women’s  History  Month  - 
March  is  Women’s  History 
Month  and  KQED  is  seeking  Bay 
Area  local  hero  nominations.  If 
you  know  someone  who  has 
demonstrated  leadership  and  a 
strong  commitment  to  communi¬ 
ty  service,  please  let  my  office 
know. 

Interns  and  volunteers  - 1  am 
also  looking  for  interns  and  vol¬ 
unteers  from  the  community  to 
participate  at  my  office  in  a  wide 
variety  of  ways.  Internships  pro¬ 
vide  students  and  recent  college 
graduates  with  first-hand  experi¬ 
ence  concerning  the  daily  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  legislator’s  district  of¬ 
fice.  Some  of  the  opportunities 
interns  will  have  in  my  office  in¬ 
clude  interacting  with  con¬ 
stituents,  attending  community 
events,  and  general  office  tasks. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  con¬ 
tact  my  district  director  Bob 
Twomey. 

Ideas  for  legislation  -  It  is  not 
too  late  to  send  over  your  legisla¬ 
tive  ideas  to  my  office  for  this 
year,  but  time  is  running  out.  I 
encourage  you  to  contact  my  dis¬ 
trict  office  with  your  ideas  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  deadline  to 
introduce  legislation  is  Feb.  23. 

The  public  can  contact  me  at 
my  district  office,  located  at  455 
Golden  Gate  Ave.,  Suite  14600, 
by  phone  at  (415)  557-2312,  or 
by  e-mail  at 

Assemblymember.Ma  @  assem- 
bly.ca.gov. 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 
represents  the  12th  District. 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  -  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd. 


b_ 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Store! 


•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  11  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


Teens  learn  circus  arts 


in  unique  program 


by  George  McConnell 

Both  Elishia  Besheair  and 
Jason  Guareadl,  students  in  the 
teen  apprentice  program  at  San 
Francisco’s  Circus  Center,  say 
they  like  learning  acrobatics,  jug¬ 
gling  and  gymnastics,  but  the 
program  isn’t  just  about  the  cir¬ 
cus,  they  say. 

“I’m  more  flexible  now  and 
not  as  lazy.  I  have  more  self-con¬ 
trol  and  I  stop  and  listen  to  sug¬ 
gestions,”  Besheair  said. 

During  the  day,  the  two  ap¬ 
prentices  are  eighth  graders  at 
Herbert  Hoover  Middle  School 
in  the  Sunset  District.  When  their 
school  day  is  finished,  they  take  a 
bus  to  the  Circus  Center  and 
study  circus  arts. 

Guareadl  said  he  heard  about 
the  program  from  his  friend 
Elishia.  Since  joining  he  says  he 
is  more  energetic  and  recognizes 
he  now  has  more  potential. 

“Our  apprentice  program 
teaches  kids  so  much,”  said 
Jennie  Johnson,  the  youths’  in¬ 
structor.  “It’s  great  for  different 
body  types  and  teaches  them  to 
trust  their  body.  It  helps  expand 
their  possibilities  and  know  their 
capabilities.  It  teaches  patience 
and  perseverance,  discipline  and 
focus  and  gives  them  confidence 
and  a  sense  of  success.  It’s  a 
proven  medium  for  change.  I’ve 
witnessed  it.” 

Professional  circus  performers 
are  in  demand,  Johnson  said,  and 
to  recruit  and  educate  younger 
students  who  have  an  interest  in 
learning  circus  arts,  the  center 
started  the  program  three  years 
ago.  The  idea  was  sparked  by 
Peggy  Ford,  a  director  at  the  cen¬ 
ter. 


follow  the  school  year  and  class¬ 
es  are  held  from  four  to  six  on 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  after¬ 
noons.  It’s  totally  free  and  we 
don’t  turn  anyone  away,  but  stu¬ 
dents  must  be  prepared  to  com¬ 
mit  to  the  program." 

The  circus  school  started  in  a 
church  on  Potrero  Hill,  but  now 
occupies  the  old  Polytechnic 
High  School  gymnasium  on 
Frederick  Street,  right  across 
from  Kezar  Stadium  in  Golden 
Gate  Park.  Inside,  there  is  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  Chinese 
acrobatics  training  programs  out¬ 
side  of  China.  In  addition  to  ac: 
robatics,  the  school  also  teaches 
traditional  circus  arts,  such  as 
juggling,  miming,  trampoline  and 
the  flying  trapeze. 

Johnson,  who  hails  from 
Alaska,  recently  performed  at  the 
International  Women’s  Clown 
Festival.  In  June,  she  will  be  ap¬ 
pearing  at  a  circus  in  Spain. 

Her  specialities  are  acrobatics 
and  hat  tricks,  and  she  said  she 
likes  taking  big  risks  in  her  per¬ 
formances  to  get  a  meaningful 


emotional  response  from  her  au¬ 
dience. 

“Connecting  with  the  audi¬ 
ence  is  the  most  important  thing 
to  remember,”  she  said. 

People  like  the  circus  for  two 
reasons,  Johnson  said. 

“The  circus  reminds  us  of  our 
possibilities  and  our  limitations 
at  the  same  time,”  she  said. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  759-8123. 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

^Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-Th  until  16p.m. 
*Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave. ,  Tel.  221  -7801 
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Apprentice  James  Taylor 
balances  on  a  giant  ball. 


Johnson  is  a  graduate  of  the 
center’s  Clown  Conservatory, 
and  she  has  worked  professional¬ 
ly  as  a  clown  for  four  years. 
Because  of  her  background  and 
interest  in  working  with  children, 
she  also  heads  the  apprentice 
program,  which  is  designed  for 
students  13  to  20  years  of  age. 

“Our  program  is  dedicated  to 
developing  well-rounded  stu¬ 
dents  with  skills  in  juggling,  ac¬ 
robatics,  balancing,  stilts  and 
gymnastics,”  Johnson  said.  “We 


'Come  in  for  a  FREE  ESTIMATE  of  what  it 


would  cost  to  file  your  taxes. " 


VANCE 

ECONOMIC  SERVICES 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 

29  Years  in  Business 


5844  Geary  Blvd. 
415.387.7417 
RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 
WWW.VANCEES.COM 


vantage 


1)  Superiority  of  position  or  condition 

2)  Benefit  resulting  from  some  course 
of  action 


Call  The  Richmond  ReView 
for  advertising  rate  information 
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SAUNA  *  DAY  SPA 


Open  Daily  *  Gift  Certificates  Available 
Same  Day  Appointments  Available  •  All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


800  200-2559  *1214  20th  Avenue  •  SF  •  41 5  753-2559 


THE  MAGNIFICENT  7 
THANK  YOU  SF  SMALL 
BUSINESS  COMMISSION 

Thanks  to  all  seven  members  of  the  SF 
Small  Business  Commission  who  voted 
Jan.  29  to  demand  an  economic  impact 
report  on  the  potentially  devastating  af¬ 
fect  digging  up  Geary  Boulevard  could 
have  on  local  merchants.  If  we  know 
what  we  are  dealing  with,  we  can  best 
mitigate  any  potential  problems  caused 
by  transit  improvements. 


www.savegearyblvd.com 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR, 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.1 


For  your  Auto.  Home,  Life  arid  Health  insurance,  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 

Ernie  Louie 


2209  Clement  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATI  FARM 


A 

INSURA  NCI 

V 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


Sacramento 

Sen.  Leland  Yee 

My  office  is  at  your  service 


As  your  state  senator,  I  am 
very  proud  to  serve  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts  of 
San  Francisco. 

In  the  past,  we  have  had  con¬ 
stituents  come  to  us  to  address 
problems  or  concerns  with  state 
government  agencies,  or  to  re¬ 
quest  various  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  support. 

My  staff  and  I  are  committed 
to  continuing  to  provide  the  high¬ 
est  quality  of  public  service  pos¬ 
sible  for  our  constituents. 

The  following  are  examples  of 
services  that  our  offices  can  pro¬ 
vide  for  you: 

Community  Services 

•  Speaking  to  community 
groups,  schools  and  organiza¬ 
tions; 

•  Assisting  with  community 
grant  applications; 

•  Presenting  commendatory 
and  memorial  resolutions. 

Public  Services 

•  Reports  issued  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  and  state  agencies; 

•  Consumer  protection  infor¬ 
mation; 

•  “Where  to  find  it”  -  state 
agency  information. 

Constituent  Services 

•  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles; 

•  Veterans’  affairs; 

•  Assistance  with  other  local, 
state  and  federal  agencies. 
Legislative  Services 


•  Copies  of  legislation  or  in¬ 
formation  on  the  status  of  legisla¬ 
tion; 

•  Summaries  and  analysis  of 
specific  bills; 

•  Legislative  committee  ros¬ 
ters. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  my 
staff  if  there  is  anything  our  of¬ 
fice  can  do  for  you.  The  number 
for  the  San  Francisco  district  of¬ 
fice  is  (415)  557-7857. 

We  look  forward  to  working 
with  you. 

The  State  of  the  State 

In  January,  we  heard  the  gov¬ 
ernor  outline  his  ideas  for 
California.  I  share  many  of  the 
ideals  he  expressed,  many  of 
which  are  Democratic  ideals, 
such  as  universal  health  care,  a 
cleaner  environment,  and  better 
schools. 

But  we  must  go  beyond  good 
sound  bites  and  talking  points  in 
order  to  best  serve  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  communities.  I  am 
anxious  to  hear  the  specifics  of 
the  governor’s  plans  and  I  am 
ready  to  work  with  him  in  a  bi¬ 
partisan  fashion  to  move 
California  forward. 

In  January,  the  governor  is¬ 
sued  a  good-faith  proposal  for 
providing  health  care  for  all 
Californians,  but  he  also  pro¬ 
posed  making  unfair  cuts  to  child 
welfare  programs.  In  good  con¬ 


science,  we  can  not  balance  any 
budget  on  the  backs  of  our  chil¬ 
dren.  The  answer  is  not  to  simply 
provide  them  health  care  and 
then  remove  the  social  services 
they  need. 

Rather  than  borrow  from  one 
program  to  support  another,  we 
need  to  roll  up  our  sleeves  and 
work  together  to  come  up  with 
better,  more  creative  solutions  to 
these  problems. 

We  made  great  progress  last 
year  on  important  issues,  such  as 
the  landmark  global  warming 
law,  the  voter  approved  bond 
package  and  decreasing  the  cost 
of  prescription  drugs.  We  will 
continue  to  work  on  these  impor¬ 
tant  issues. 

As  well,  now  that  I  am  in  the 
Senate,  I  will  continue  to  fight 
for  issues  that  affect  children, 
families  and  seniors. 

My  first  order  of  business  this 
year  will  be  to  introduce  a  bill 
that  will  increase  social  services 
and  improve  mental  health  for 
students.  The  lack  of  mental 
health  resources  in  schools  is  a 
gaping  hole  in  the  system,  and  I 
hope  that  this  hill  will  be  a  cata¬ 
lyst  for  a  sea  change  in  society’s 
attitude  toward  school  success 
and  mental  health. 

We  must  continue  on  that  path 
to  make  sure  that  our  kids  get  the 
education  they  deserve,  our  envi¬ 
ronment  is  protected,  roads  and 
levees  are  built,  the  economy 
continues  to  grow,  and  all 
Californians  are  provided  the 
health  care  they  need  and  can  af¬ 
ford. 

California  Sen.  Leland  Yee  is 
the  Assistant  President  pro  tem 
of  the  Senate,  making  him  the 
first  Asian-American  to  ever 
hold  the  number  two  leadership 
position  in  the  Senate. 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

Spring  selling  season  soon 


Well,  2007  is  here  and  people 
are  preparing  for  the  traditional 
big  push  in  the  spring  real  estate 
market,  which  should  get  started 
right  after  Super  Bowl  weekend. 

January  is  giving  us  indica¬ 
tions  that  activity  in  the  San 
Francisco  market  is  starting  to 
pick  up.  The  number  of  people 
attending  open  houses  has  in¬ 
creased  and  I  am  seeing  multiple 
offers  on  some  properties. 
Additionally,  quite  a  number  of 
listings  are  going  into  the  con¬ 
tract  phase,  all  pointing  to  a  up¬ 
turning  market. 

I  believe  that  in  the  upcoming 
weeks,  we  will  have  new  inven¬ 
tory  and  some  listings  that  did 
not  sell  at  the  end  of  last  year 
coming  on  the  market,  all  leading 
to  more  sales  than  during  the  last 
few  months. 

So,  if  you  are  preparing  your 
home  for  sale,  have  you  ever 
wondered  why  some  homes  sell 
and  some  just  sit  on  the  market? 
The  answer  lies  in  pricing  and 
emotional  appeal.  This  column 
will  discuss  how  to  prepare  your 
home  to  obtain  the  highest  possi¬ 
ble  price. 

Purchasing  a  home  is  a  very 
emotional  process  and  is  usually 
a  very  stressful  time  in  the  life  of 
the  home  purchaser.  Many  times, 
they  are  making  the  largest  finan¬ 
cial  commitment  of  their  lives 
and  are  unsure  of  whether  they 
are  getting  the  right  deal. 

As  a  seller,  preparing  a  prop¬ 
erty  for  sale  is  especially  impor¬ 


tant  because  people  today  are 
busier  than  before,  and  they  are 
looking  for  properties  that  are  in 
move-in  condition. 

There  are  many  inexpensive 
things  a  seller  can  do  to  get  the 
maximum  sale  price  for  their 
property. 

First  of  all,  unclutter  the 
house.  It’s  amazing  how  much 
Stuff  accumulates  over  the  years. 
By  removing  large  items  of  fur¬ 
niture  and  putting  belongings 
away  it  makes  a  home  look  larger 
than  it  is,  and  gives  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  home  is  spacious 
and  well  cared  for. 

Painting  and  freshening  up  the 
backyard  can  be  inexpensive,  and 
yet  gives  the  impression  that  a 
home  is  well  maintained. 
Refinishing  hardwood  floors  also 
does  wonders  for  showing  off  the 
home. 

If  you  want  to  go  further,  stag¬ 


ing  companies  are  available  to 
bring  in  complete  sets  of  furni¬ 
ture  to  complement  the  age  and 
decor  of  the  house.  We  have 
found  this  adds  tremendous  val¬ 
ue,  makes  your  home  show  like  a 
model  home,  and  separates  your 
home  from  others  on  the  market. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  highest 
possible  price,  buyers  need  to 
feel  comfortable  and  know  that 
the  home  has  been  well  cared  for. 

A  buyer  should  stand  back 
and  look  past  the  decor  and 
imagine  how  their  furniture  will 
fit  in  the  space  if  they  purchase 
the  home. 

Buying  and  selling  a  home  is 
a  stressful  and  emotional  time  in 
one’s  life.  That’s  why  good  ad¬ 
vice  from  a  professional  is  neces¬ 
sary. 

This  upcoming  spring  selling 
season  is  an  important  one  as  it 
will  give  us  an  early  indication 
how  the  2007  real  estate  market 
will  turn  out. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
broker  at  Pacific  Union,  special¬ 
izing  in  the  Sunset  and 
Richmond  districts.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  him  at  (415) 
447-6231  or  e-mail 
johnlee  @  isellsf.  com. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  January* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

623  40th  Ave. 

2 

1.50 

1,368 

$740,000 

577  39th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,505 

881,800 

164  Cook  St. 

4 

1.50 

1,380 

928,000 

430  Fourth  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,900 

1,000,000 

543  20th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,050 

1,240,000 

8  16th  Ave. 

3 

3.50 

2,592 

2.050,000 

1 82  32nd  Ave. 

5 

3.50 

4,202 

2,550,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 
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In  deep  water 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

This  photograph,  taken  about  1900,  shows  some  adventurous  mariners  paddling  out  into  the  middle  of  Mountain  Lake  Park,  located 
near  Lake  Street  and  Ninth  Avenue.  The  hill  in  the  background  shows  indigenous  vegetation  that  existed  on  the  sand  dunes  of  the 
west  side  before  large-scale  plantings,  particularly  of  eucalyptus  trees,  took  place. 


The 

RICHMOND  REVIEW 

Featuring: 

is 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 

Richmond  Review  and 

ONLINE! 

Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 

with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Anza  Branch  Library 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library 

Presidio  Branch  Library 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Peet’s) 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 
organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

•  Advertising  information 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 

14  •  The  Richmond  Review 


February  2007 


FIRST  UNITED  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 

Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  &  6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405 
Jazzercise.com 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  , . _ ' 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  447-6231 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 

As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfasdy  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 


UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estatel 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  Sun  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


February 

1-4 

Historical  Art  Exhibit:  An  exhibit 
called  “Remembered  Light:  Glass 
Fragments  from  World  War  II,” 
features  25  works  of  glass  art 
which  incorporates  stained-glass 
collected  by  Chaplain  Frederick 
Alexander  McDonald  during  his 
service  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Europe 
during  World  War  II,  Presidio 
Officers  Club,  50  Moraga  Ave,,  on 
display  Wednesdays  through 
Sundays,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
through  April  15,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  775-4635. 

Live  Animal  Presentations:  Learn 
about  some  of  the  animals  that  live 
at  the  Randall  Museum,  such  as 
those  who  were  injured  or  bom 
into  captivity,  Randall  Museum, 

199  Museum  Way,  Saturdays,  Feb. 

3,  10, 17  and  24,  11:15  a.m.,  free. 

For  more  information,  call  554- 
9600. 

5-11 

Crime  and  Public  Safety 
Prevention  Kick-Off:  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone  (SAFE)  will  hold  a  pub¬ 
lic  safety  awareness  press  confer¬ 
ence  with  other  organizations,  to 
distribute  tips  for  avoiding  robbery, 
burglary,  extortion,  and  other 
crimes  to  merchants  and  shoppers 
in  Chinatown,  Grant  Avenue  and 
Bush  Street,  Thursday,  Feb.  8,  11 
a.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  673-SAFE. 

Russian  Festival:  The  19th  annual 
festival  will  feature  Russian  music, 
food  and  culture,  Russian  Center 
of  San  Francisco,  2460  Sutter  St., 
Friday,  Feb.  9,  from  6  p.m.  to 
12:30  a.m„  Saturday,  from  noon  to 
9:40  p.m.,  and  Sunday,  from  noon 
to  7:15  p.m.,  adults  $10,  students 
$6  and  youth  under  the  age  of  12 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
(415)  921-7631  or  go  to  the  Web 
site  at  www.russiancentersf.com. 

PTA  Founders’  Day  Celebration: 

The  PTA  will  honor  principals  and 
presidents  at  this  annual  event,  fea¬ 
turing  California  PTA  President 
Brenda  Davis,  Patio  Espanol,  2850 
Alemany  Blvd.,  Friday,  Feb.  9,  6 
p.m.,  $40  per  person.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  241-6048. 

French  Jewelry  Exhibit:  More 
than  150  pieces  of  the  finest 
French  jewelry  from  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury,  including  art  works  from  de¬ 
signers  such  as  Boucheron,  Cartier 
and  Van  Cleef  and  Arpels,  will  be 
on  display  at  the  California  Palace 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  Lincoln 
Park,  34th  Avenue  and  Clement 
Street,  Tuesdays  through  Sundays, 
beginning  Saturday,  Feb.  10  and 
running  through  June  10,  9:30  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.,  $10  adults,  $7  seniors 
age  65  and  older,  $6  youths  ages 
13-17,  free  for  children  12  and 
younger.  For  more  information, 
call  863-3330. 

All  Media  Art  Exhibit:  The  all¬ 
media  work  of  American  mod¬ 
ernist  Charles  Sheeler,  who  played 
with  the  complex  relationships  be¬ 
tween  photography,  film,  painting, 
and  drawing,  will  be  on  display  at 
the  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum,  50  Hagiwara  Tea  Garden 
Dr.  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  begin¬ 
ning  Saturday,  Feb.  10  and  running 
through  May  6,  9:30  a.m.  to  5:15 
p.m.,  $10  adults,  $7  seniors  age  65 
and  older,  $6  youths  ages  13-17, 
free  for  children  12  and  younger. 

For  more  information,  call  750- 
3614. 

Vivienne  Westwood  Exhibition: 

An  array  of  more  than  150  gar¬ 
ments  and  accessories  crafted  by 
the  iconoclastic  fashion  designer 
Vivienne  Westwood  over  the  past 
30  years  will  be  showcased  at  the 


Calendar 

de  Young  Museum’s  Herbst 
Exhibition  Galleries,  50  Hagiwara 
Tea  Garden  Dr.  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  beginning  Saturday,  Feb.  10 
and  running  through  Sunday,  June 
10,  9:30  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m., $15 
adults,  $12  seniors  aged  65  and 
older,  $11  youths  ages  13  to  17, 
and  free  for  children  1 2  and 
younger.  For  more  information, 
call  (866)  912-6326. 

Flower  Market:  Celebrate  the 
Lunar  New  Year  with  hands-on 
craft  activities,  entertainment  and  a 
sale  of  traditional  flowers  and 
plants  used  to  welcome  in  the  new 
year,  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Saturday,  Feb. 
10,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  661-1316. 

Children’s  Theater:  The  Child¬ 
ren’s  Theater  Association  of  San 
Francisco  presents  “Abracadabra, 
Aladdin,”  a  one-hour  musical 
based  on  the  Arabian  Nights  tale, 
for  children  aged  3  to  12, 

California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Lincoln  Park  at  34th 
Avenue  and  Clement  Street, 
Saturday,  Feb.  10,  10:30  a.m.  and  1 
p.m.,  $10  members,  $12  non-mem¬ 
bers.  For  more  information  or  tick¬ 
ets,  call  248-2677. 

Inner  Sunset  Walking  Tour:  SF 

City  Guides  sponsors  a  tour  of  the 
Inner  Sunset  District  led  by  histori¬ 
an  Lorri  Ungaretti,  meet  at 
Arguello  Boulevard  and  Hugo 
Street,  Saturday,  Feb.  10,  11  a.m„ 
free  (donations  accepted).  For 
more  information,  call  557-4266. 

Library  Reopening:  After  two 
years  of  renovation,  the  West 
Portal  Branch  Library  will  reopen 
with  a  celebration  including  music 
and  lion  dance  performers,  190 
Lenox  Way,  Saturday,  Feb.  10,  1 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Music  of  the  Heart:  The  St.  James 
Community  Learning  Center  pre¬ 
sents  a  Valentine  concert  featuring 
piano  and  violins,  vocalist  Carol 
Jan  Lee,  and  the  SMFA  String 
Wire  Choir,  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church  nave,  4620  California  St., 
Sunday,  Feb.  11, 4:30  p.m.,  $5 
adults,  free  for  children  and  se¬ 
niors.  For  more  information,  or  for 
tickets,  call  751-1545. 

12-18 

Valentine’s  Day  Craft  Class: 

Children  aged  5  through  12  are  in¬ 
vited  to  a  holiday  craft  class  at  the 
Anza  Branch  Library,  550  37th 
Ave.,  Tuesday,  Feb.  13,  3:30  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  reservations,  call  355-5717. 

Dateline  Mongolia:  In  an  episode 
titled  “An  American  Journalist  in 
Nomad’s  Land,”  journalist  Micharl 
Kohn  presents  a  slide  show  and 
discusses  his  new  book,  which  pro¬ 
vides  an  intimate  and  personal  ac¬ 
count  of  Mongolia  at  a  crucial 
point  in  its  history,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St., 
Wednesday,  Feb.  14,  7  p.m,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Presidio  Athletic  Fields:  The 

Presidio  Trust  is  doing  long-term 
planning  for  access  to  athletic 
fields  in  the  Presidio  and  is  seeking 
public  input.  Presidio  Officer’s 
Club,  50  Moraga  Ave,  Thursday, 
Feb.  15,  6:30  p.m.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  RSVP  (recommend¬ 
ed),  call  561-5414. 

Tombstone  Tales:  A  cemetery  his¬ 
tory  walk  includes  Laurel  Hill, 
Lone  Mountain  and  Jordan  Park 
and  ends  up  at  the  Columbarium, 
sponsored  by  the  Western 
Neighborhoods  Project,  meet  at 
Euclid  Avenue  and  Collins  Street, 


of  Events 

Saturday,  Feb.  17,  10  a.m,  free. 
For  more  information,  go  to  the 
Web  site  at  www.outsidelands.org. 

Family  Storytelling:  Master  story¬ 
teller  Charlie  Chin  tells  tales  to 
celebrate  the  Chinese  New  Year, 
Ortega  Branch  Library,  3223 
Ortega  St,  Saturday,  Feb.  17,  3 
p.m,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Tom  Caruso  5K  Run/Walk:  The 

seventh  annual  Tom  Caruso  5K 
Run/Walk  commemorates  the  avid 
marathon  runner  who  was  training 
for  the  Olympics  when  he  was 
struck  and  killed  by  a  cab  in  2000, 
proceeds  benefit  the  Tom  Caruso 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund,  start 
at  the  Conservatory  of  Flowers  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Sunday,  Feb. 

18,  9  a.m„  $20  for  adults,  $12  for 
students,  and  $30  on  race  day.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.col- 
legesportscamp.com/usfrun/. 

19-28 

Architectural  Screening  and 
Discussion:  The  SF  Foundation  for 
Architectural  Heritage  presents  a 
screening  and  panel  discussion  of 
“The  Pure  Eccentrics:  San 
Francisco,  A  Documentary,” 
Balboa  Theater,  3630  Balboa  St, 
Thursday,  Feb.  22,  6  p.m,  $25-$30 
for  Heritage  members,  $15  stu¬ 
dents  and  seniors.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  tickets,  call  441-3000. 

Quilt  Show:  The  SF  Quilters’ 

Guild  presents  “Symphony  of 
Color,”  featuring  local  quilters 
Letitia  Chung  and  Alex  Anderson, 
Concourse  Exhibition  Center,  635 
Eighth  St,  Saturday,  Feb.  24,  from 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m,  and  Sunday,  Feb. 
25,  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m,  $10 
adults,  free  for  children  aged  12 
and  younger.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  647-9244. 

Jazz  Performance:  M.  B.  Haniff 
presents  jazz  music  for  youths  ages 
10  and  older  in  celebration  of 
Black  History  Month,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St, 
Saturday,  Feb.  24,  4  p.m,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 

Architecture  Lecture:  Victoria 
Newhouse,  author  of  the  book 
“Towards  a  New  Museum,”  dis¬ 
cusses  new  museums  and  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  museum  architecture,  and 
follows  with  a  book  signing,  de 
Young  Museum,  50  Hagiwara  Tea 
Garden  Dr.  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Sunday,  Feb.  25,  3  p.m,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  750-7634. 
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Sutro  Library  holds  former  mayor’s  historic  papers 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 


Senior  librarian  Martha  Whittaker  and  Sutro  Library 
director  Haleh  Motiey-Pavandehjoo  stand  beside  a 
stature  of  Adolph  Sutro  at  the  Sutro  Library. 


by  Sheila  Husting 

When  you  drive  along  the 
winding  road  between  Lake 
Merced  and  the  Stonestown 
Galleria,  you  may  until  now  have 
been  overlooking  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  greatest  treasures. 
Nestled  within  a  curve  of 
Winston  Drive  sits  a  historical 
powerhouse:  the  Sutro  Library. 
This  deceptively  petite-looking 
building  contains  one  of  the 
largest  collections  of  genealogi¬ 
cal  history  in  the  country. 

Have  you  ever  wondered 
about  the  lives  of  your  grandpar¬ 
ents  and  their  grandparents? 
Have  you  wished  you  could  tell 
your  children  more  about  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  their  unique  ancestral  her¬ 
itage?  Sutro  Library  and  its  ded¬ 
icated  staff  are  eager  to  help  you 
with  exactly  these  sorts  of  inter¬ 
ests. 

Since  1983,  the  Sutro  Library 
has  offered  extensive  genealogi¬ 
cal  and  historical  material  to  the 
public.  Visitors  to  the  Sutro 
Library  can  read  through  more 
than  10,000  individual  family 
histories,  which  give  the  details 
of  family  trees  ranging  from  the 
Abads  to  the  Smiths  to  the 
Zumwalts. 

The  library  also  boasts  more 
than  40,000  local  histories  about 
state,  regional  and  town  inhabi¬ 
tants  across  the  country,  as  well 
as  special  collections,  such  as  the 
Sutro  Mexican  Collection,  deal¬ 
ing  with  Mexican  politics,  cul¬ 
ture  and  religion,  and  the  British 
Studies  collection. 

Although  most  California  his¬ 
tory  is  contained  in  the  California 
State  Library  in  Sacramento,  the 


Sutro  Library  offers  extensive  re¬ 
sources  regarding  states  other 
than  California.  The  library  also 
possesses  numerous  genealogy- 
related  publications  to  help  visi¬ 
tors  in  their  family  tree  searches; 
everything  from  “Diggin’  For 
Davises”  to  the  “Wiltshire 
Family  History  Society”  newslet¬ 
ter. 

The  history  of  the  Sutro 
Library  is  at  least  as  colorful  as 
the  histories  it  houses  on  its 
shelves.  It  has  survived  fire,  poli¬ 
tics  and  a  near-closing  during  the 
Great  Depression  of  the  ’30s. 

The  original  collection  of 
books  on  which  the  library  was 
founded  came  out  of  the  far- 
reaching  travels  of  local  resident 
Adolph  Sutro. 

During  the  1880s,  Sutro 
amassed  an  international  collec¬ 
tion,  which  included  letters  writ¬ 
ten  by  Charles  Darwin,  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (who 
accompanied  James  Cook’s  first 
voyage),  and  rare  books  from 
Mexico  dating  back  to  the  16th 
century. 

Since  no  public  library  was 
even  established  in  San 
Francisco  until  1879,  Sutro’s 
goal  was  to  create  a  library  of 
world-class  manuscripts  for 
California.  This  was  not  to  hap¬ 
pen  during  his  lifetime,  however. 
Establishment  of  a  permanent 
home  for  the  books  was  difficult 
due  to  politics  and  climate. 

In  1906  disaster  struck  the 
collection:  In  the  fires  following 
the  San  Francisco  earthquake 
half  of  the  volumes  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  flames,  along  with  al¬ 
most  every  other  private  and 
public  library  in  San  Francisco. 


Of  the  Sutro  collection,  just  one 
warehouse  on  Montgomery 
Street  survived  the  blaze. 

Today,  these  surviving  vol¬ 
umes  remain  intact  at  the  Sutro 
Library  and  are  available  to  the 
public  by  request. 

In  1917  the  Sutro  Library  was 
finally  established  in  San 
Francisco,  19  years  after  Sutro’s 


California  Senator  Leland 
Yee  was  appointed  as  the 
Assistant  President  pro  tern  of 
the  state  Senate,  making  him  the 
first  Asian-American  to  ever 
hold  the  number  two  leadership 
position  in  the  Senate. 

Yee  will  serve  on  the 
Democratic  Caucus’  leadership 
team  for  the  2007-2008  legisla¬ 
tive  session,  serve  as  the  presid¬ 
ing  officer  during  Senate  floor 


death.  After  years  of  court  battles 
over  Sutro’s  estate,  the  books 
were  finally  donated  by  Sutro’s 
daughter  Emma  to  the  state  of 
California.  This  became  the  first 
branch  of  the  California  State 
Library. 

The  library  now  sits  on  land 
leased  from  San  Francisco  State 
University,  in  a  building  that  was 


sessions,  and  perform  the  duties 
and  possess  the  authority  of  the 
President  pro  tem  in  his  absence. 
Previously,  Yee  served  in  the 
number  two  post  in  the 
Assembly  as  Speaker  pro  tem. 

Yee,  who  represents  the 
Sunset  and  Richmond  districts, 
was  also  named  to  five  key  leg¬ 
islative  committees,  including 
the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee,  which  is  influential 


once  the  temporary  home  of  the 
California  legislature. 

In  1982,  the  two-story  build¬ 
ing  was  moved  from  Sacramento 
to  its  current  site  on  the  slope  ad¬ 
joining  the  rear  of  Lowell  High 
School.  According  to  Senior 
Librarian  Martha  Whittaker,  the 
library  is  slated  to  move  directly 
onto  the  San  Francisco  State 
University  campus  in  2012,  into 
a  specially  designated  building 
whose  construction  has  yet  to  be¬ 
gin. 

To  learn  more  about  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  one’s  family  or  culture,  the 
public  can  visit  the  Sutro  Library, 
located  at  480  Winston  Dr., 
Monday  through  Friday  from  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Materials  can  be 
borrowed  directly  from  the  li¬ 
brary  or  books  can  be  requested 
through  the  inter-library  loan 
program. 

On  site,  knowledgeable  librar¬ 
ians  are  also  always  available  at 
Sutro  Library  to  help  the  pubic 
with  its  research. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  557-0421. 


in  its  role  overseeing  all  fiscal 
bills,  bonds  and  alternative  pub¬ 
lic  financing. 

The  other  committees  on 
which  the  freshman  Yee  will 
serve  are  the  committees  on 
business,  professions  and  eco¬ 
nomic  development;  governmen¬ 
tal  organization;  health;  and  hu¬ 
man  services. 


Yee  highest  ranking  Asian  in  state  Senate 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ASSISTANCE  NEEDED 

$12.50  Per  Hour  Paid  to  read  fic¬ 
tion  and  poetry  aloud  to  near-sight¬ 
ed  senior.  (415)  752-0971,  Julian  - 
Richmond  District. 

BABYSITTING 

Experienced  and  Reliable 
Babysitting  and  light  housekeep¬ 
ing  available.  Reasonable.  Call 
evenings  and  early  afternoons 
only.  Sunset  -  (415)  753-1654. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 

Home  Internet  Business:  Make 
money  online  working  at  home. 
Register  now  and  I’ll  show  you 
how.  www.DoDoWah.com  or  (415) 
564-5581 . 

DOG  TRAINING 

SPCA  Certified  Trainer/Coun¬ 
selor:  APDT  Professional  member 
#5463.  Positive  training  for  obedi¬ 
ence  socialization,  behavior  prob¬ 
lems.  Evaluation/temperament 
testing  for  shyness,  fear  and  ag¬ 
gression.  Lessons  are  designed  to 
focus  on  your  needs,  and  the  spe¬ 
cific  issues  or  challenges  with  your 
dog.  Call  Joanie  Levin-Yarlick  at 
(415)  751-9941  or 

inlevi  @  k9chops.com. 

FENCE 

CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  994-6892. 

FOR  RENT 

Storage  for  Bikes  and  More 

available.  Call  early  afternoons 
and  evenings  only.  Sunset  -  (415) 
753-1654. 

FOR  SALE 

For  Handicapped:  Stairchair  -  2 

section  chair;  one  12-foot  chair, 
two  3  feet.  New:  $5,000,  Asking 
$1,950  or  best  offer.  For  small  fee 


will  install  in  SF  or  Daly  City.  Also, 
one  electric  4-wheel  scooter,  like 
new.  Asking  $800  or  best  offer. 
Call  661-8141  or  730-3072. 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  Handyman:  Pet  friendly; 
experienced;  picture  and  mirror 
hanging;  furniture  and  cabinet  as¬ 
sembly;  plumbing;  electrical; 
kitchen  and  bath.  Call  Jonny  at 
(650)  303-8171. 

HA  ULING/CLEANING 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 

basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 
service  (nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415)  225- 
4637  for  more  information. 

Mike's  Hauling  Service:  Free  es¬ 
timate,  no  job  too  small.  Clean  up 
with  competent  work;  basements, 
garages  and  yards.  Call  Mike  at 
(415)  731-2145  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small.  The 
quality  remains  long  after  the  price 
has  been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415)  665- 
8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime 

HELP  WANTED 

Temp.  Office  Assistant  -  part- 
time  mornings,  Feb.  1  -  April  15. 
Errands,  need  car.  $22+/hr.  D.O.E. 
(415)  564-1799. 

HOUSE  SITTING 

Professional  HouseSitting:  SF 

teacher  cares  for  your  home,  pets, 


garden:  dependable,  references, 
reasonable  rates.  Serving  Haight, 
Inner  Richmond/Sunset,  Laurel 
Heights.  Michele:  (415)  752-6992 
or  Macwrite36@netzero.com. 

MATH  TUTOR 

Credentialed  Math  Teacher 

(M.S./M.S.)  with  lots  of  experience 
available  to  tutor  pre-algebra 
through  calculus.  Personalized  in¬ 
struction  on-site.  Call  Marcia 
Perry:  (415)  661-5285;  e-mail: 
MPerryl  67  @  hotmail.com. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Sunny,  Small,  Street-Level 
Space  on  Geary;  near  22nd  Ave., 
$350/month.  For  more  information 
on  this  rare  rental  opportunity,  call 
Vance  at  387-741 7. 

PAINTING 

Eddie’s  Painting  Co.  -  Exterior, 
interior.  Apartment  block  special¬ 
ists.  State  certified  lead  paint  com¬ 
pany.  See  us  at  www.eddiespaint- 
ing.com  or  call  (415)  406-6141. 
Lie.  #732759. 

PERSONAL  DRIVER 

Appointments,  Meetings,  er¬ 
rands,  visits,  airport,  etc. 
Professional  gentleman.  Over  40 
years  skilled  driving  experience  in 
SF.  Trustworthy,  reliable,  always 
punctual.  Very  flexible  hours, 
Class  C  license-insured.  Very  rea¬ 
sonable  rates:  $1 8/hour  (1  hour 
min.)  Destinations  outside  of  SF 
add  38  cents/mile.  Please  call 
Dennis  at  (415)  424-6100. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller's  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of 
submitting  or  receiving  offers,  ac¬ 
cepting  an  offer  or  closing  the 
transaction.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home:  See 


every  home  for  sale  in  the  City  on¬ 
line,  just  like  a  Realtor.  Complete 
MLS  listings  now  available  to  buy¬ 
ers  for  the  first  time.  Zephyr  MLS 
Direct.  Call  (415)  731-5000  for  de¬ 
tails. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  posture,  re¬ 
lieve  pain.  Philip  Brown,  Certified 
Rolfer,  5954  California  St.  (at  22nd 
Ave.)  Introductory  Session  $50. 
Call  (415)  750-1885  or  e-mail: 
Rolferphilip  @  aol.com. 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for  ex¬ 
ceptional  teens;  open  enrollment, 
class  size  6;  Richmond/Seacliff 
area;  traditional  academics,  test¬ 
ing,  speech,  P.E.,  art;  special  edu¬ 
cation  services  individualized; 
monthly  fees  $1,200  to  $2,000 
(scholarships  available);  CA  cre¬ 
dentialed  staff  -  team  together  25+ 
years.  Call  (415)  387-1070  and 
ask  for  Mrs.  Howard. 

SPACE  FOR  RENT 

Rental  Space  Available  for  yoga 
and  other  types  of  classes,  work¬ 
shops,  seminars,  etc.  Remodeled 
classrooms.  Clean  and  reasonable 
rates.  3595  Taraval  St.  at  46th 
Ave.  Call  (415)  664-7373  for  more 
information. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Russian  Festival  Volunteers 
Needed:  Contribute  your  time  and 
enthusiasm  to  the  Russian  com¬ 
munity's  celebration  of  their  culture 
at  the  19th  annual  festival,  show¬ 
casing  traditional  food,  dance,  mu¬ 
sic,  and  art,  Russian  Center  of  San 
Francisco,  1460  Sutter  St.,  on 
Friday,  Feb.  9,  Saturday,  Feb.  10, 
and  Sunday,  Feb.  11.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  960-3203. 
Volunteer  Drivers  Needed:  The 
American  Cancer  Society  is  seek¬ 


ing  volunteer  drivers  to  take  pa¬ 
tients  to  and  from  their  cancer 
treatments.  Please  call  (800)  ACS- 
2345  for  more  information. 
Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice 
-  Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 
looking  for  caring  individuals  to  vis¬ 
it  patients  and  families.  Training 
and  support  provided!  Contact 
Vivian  Wan  at  (650)  808-4604. 

The  St.  Anthony  Foundation 
needs  volunteers  to  provide  for  the 
physical  and  emotional  needs  of 
homeless  people.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  assist  in  the  dining 
room  or  other  areas,  call  241- 
2600. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn 
seniors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 

The  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum  is  looking  for  volunteers 
to  be  trained  to  assist  at  the  muse¬ 
um.  For  more  information,  call 
Marilyn  at  750-3633. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 

Francisco  School  Volunteers  assist 
students  with  a  variety  of  tutoring 
needs.  Free  training  and  place¬ 
ment.  For  more  information,  call 
SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.sfsv.org. 

Little  Brothers:  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
commit  to  visiting  a  senior  twice  a 
month  for  a  year.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  volunteer  coordi¬ 
nator  at  771 -7957. 

Help  Needed  at  SF  Food  Bank: 

The  RSVP  and  food  bank  needs 
help  to  assemble,  stock  and  label 
food  for  distribution,  Thursday,  Oct. 
7  and  Thursday,  Oct.  14,  from  10 
a.m.  to  noon.  For  information,  call 
RSVP  at  731-3335. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  Review 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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RELAX  WHILE  YOU  DISCOVER  THE  WORLD 


AAA  Travel  -  SF 
Lakeshore  Plaza 
Cordially  Invites  You 
to  an  “Afternoon”  with 
Royal  Caribbean 
International 

Wednesday, 

February  28 

United  Irish 
Cultural  Center 

St.  Francis  Room 

2700  45th  Ave. 

Mention  this  AD 
and  receive  a 

FREE 


Space  is  limited, 
so  please  RSVP  to 
AAA  Travel  -  SF 
Lakeshore  Plaza 
(415)  565-7817 


Top  Individual  Producer 

in  San  Francisco’s  Largest  Office 


John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hardwork  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Address 


List  Price 


Recent  Sales 

Sales  Price 


Date 


543  20th  Ave. 

$1,350,000 

$1,240,000 

1/11/07 

3/2. 5/2 

430  4th  Ave. 

$1,050,000 

$1,000,000 

1/9/07 

3/1/2 

623  40th  Ave. 

$749,000 

$740,000 

1/8/07 

2/1. 5/2 

577  39th  Ave. 

$849,000 

$881,800 

1/4/07 

3/1/2 

793  37th  Ave. 

$895,000 

$885,000 

12/29/06 

3/1 .5/2 

182  32nd  Ave. 

$2,495,000 

$2,550,000 

1/5/07 

5/3.512 

238  40th  Ave. 

$699,000 

$868,000 

1/5/07 

2-unit 

527-529  26th  Ave. 

$1,099,000 

$1,080,000 

1/25/07 

2-unit 

259-261  7th  Ave. 

$998,000 

$970,000 

12/29/06 

2-unit 

Bd/Ba/Pk  Sq.Ft. 

2,050 
1,900 
1,368 
1,505 
1,730 
NA 
2,120 
2,850 
1,664 


Source:  SFMLS 


Saving  of  25-65% 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

*7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


ceanvi 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


•  >  Kit 

Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


Invisalign 


♦  Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 

♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


“Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


ental 

*54” 

New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  2/28/07 


NEW  PATIENT  SPECIAL 
|$100 OFF  first  procedure 

|  (fillings  and  crowns  only) 

|  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  2/28/07 
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i  FREE  Professional 

Take-home  Teeth 
Whitening 

"  with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
■  exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

|  New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com- 
^bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  2/28/06  ^ 


^jj^. 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121  (415)221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


NEWIH  -Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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